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John Keller, FAICP is Professor of Regional and Community Planning in the Department of Landscape Architecture and Regional and Community Planning at Kansas State University. His teaching and research specialties include rural land use planning and development, small town comprehensive planning and economic development in non-metropolitan areas.
In addition to teaching and academic research, Keller serves as a practitioner and consultant in small town planning and economic development for communities in the Great Plains area. For the past 15 years he has also been associated with ongoing projects in Australia and New Zealand related to rural economic development, land use and local leadership.

Keller’s current work focuses on local and regional economic development in rural areas for housing, transportation, infrastructure needs, and travel behavior of workers and consumers using survey data generated from local residents. This data is used to prepare local strategic and comprehensive plans to guide communities in their decision making about investments in capital projects and facilities.
Keller is a contributor to both professional and academic literature in planning, rural development and local economic development. He frequently presents his research at national and international conferences. He is the co-author of Rural Planning and Development in the United States (1999), and co-author of three editions of The Rural Planning Handbook (2007 3rd ed.). He has authored several book chapters, including “The Importance of Rural Developments in the 21st Century:  Persistence, Sustainability and Futures” in a work entitled The Future of Australia’s Country Towns (2001). 
Keller has 39 years of teaching, research and practice in rural planning and development. His strength lies in the merger of teaching and consulting in small towns and rural areas and his understanding of the various planning, financial and development decisions that take place at the local rural level.
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( Professional Registrations and Certifications

American Planning Association, 1978, Founding Member

American Institute of Certified Planners, 1978, Founding Member

Fellow of the American Institute of Certified Planners, 2001

( Teaching Areas
Planning Law and Environmental Law

Land Use Planning

Planning, Development, and Building Codes

Comprehensive Planning Practice

Small Community and Rural Area Planning

( Areas of Specialization and Research
Rural Planning and Economic Development

Physical Planning Practice

Rural Economic Development Theory and Practice

Planning Law and Land use 

( Teaching Experience
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, New Brunswick, New Jersey:  1970 - 1971, Instructor.

Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 1973 - present: Professor, Associate and Assistant.

Visiting Professor, Gyor Technical University, Gyor, Hungary - 1992.

( Professional Experience

Planner II, Department of Community Affairs, State of New Jersey, Trenton NJ 1969 - 1971

Planner, Department of Public Works, Montclair NJ 1972

Planner-in-Residence, State Department of Planning, Topeka, KS 1978

County Planner - Part Time, Pottawatomie County Kansas, Westmoreland KS 1973 - Current.

( International Conferences - Keynotes, Symposia and Papers - Selected Post 1990

Keller, John W., “Reemergence of Economic Planning in Central Europe,” The International Conference on European Trade and Development, Prague, Czechoslovakia [The Czech Republic] October, 1991.

Keller, John W. "Benchmarking Success and Failures in Rural Small Towns," Conference on the Future of Country Towns:  Planning to the Next Century," [Keynote] New Zealand Association of Town Planners, Oamahru, New Zealand, October 1994.

Keller, John W.  "Networking Town Planning With Community Development Functions," International Conference of Community Developers and Planners, [Keynote] New Zealand Community Employment Group, Napier, New Zealand, August, 1995.
Keller, John W. "Issues In Comparative Rural and Economic Development Change in the United States:  A Late Twentieth Century Assessment," Proceedings of the Conference on Regional Centres and Towns:  2000, Echuca, Victoria, Australia, August 1996.

Keller, John W. "Issues in Rural Leadership: Leadership Training in Rural Planning and Development," a presentation at the International Conference on Rural Sustainability, Malmo, Sweden - July 1997.

Keller, John W. "The Rural Village of the Next Millennium: An Analysis of the World's Rural and Country Town Areas," World Planning Day International Seminar, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, November 1997. 
Keller, John W. "Rural Decline in the 20th Century:  An Analysis of the Impact of Rural Change on Community Structure," Rural Conference of Australia, Ballarat, Victoria, Australia, October 1998.

Keller, John W. "Community Economic Development in Rural Areas - The American/New Zealand Perspective," New Zealand Association of Economic Developers, Napier, New Zealand, March 1999.

Keller, John W. "Reverse Rural Migration and Metropolitan Areas - A Case Study of the Kansas City SMA," National Conference of the American Planning Association, Seattle, WA, April 1999.

Keller, John W. “Contrasts and Comparisons in Rural Development – Australia and the USA,” The Conference on the Future of Country Towns in Australia, Bendigo, Australia, June 2000.
Keller, John W. “The Rural Challenge,” and invited paper given at the Rocky Mountain Land Use Conference, Denver, March 2000. Published in the Proceedings of the 2000 Conference, September 2000.

Keller, John W. “Rural Change and Structure – Economic Development in Country Towns, The Conference of the Economic Development Society of New Zealand, Napier, New Zealand, March 2001.
Keller, John W. "The Elderly Widows – From Doland to Willowborough," presentation at the 4 State APA Conference in Kansas City, Missouri, December 2000.
Keller, John W. “Global Contrasts in Rural Change and Development,” International Conference of the Associated Economic Development Society of Australia/New Zealand, Lismore, Australia, September 2002.

Keller, John W. “The Vanishing Community on the Great Plains,” Prairie Gateway Conference, Emporia, Kansas, February 2001. Published as a monograph by the Sonora Institute, August 2001.

Keller, John W. “Smart Decline:  The Case of Vanishing Rural Schools,” A Program, Monograph, and Paper Prepared fore the United Rural Schools Administrators, The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread, Racine, Wisconsin, September 2003.
Keller, John W., “The Vanishing Community on the Great Plains,” Sonora Institute, Published as a Monograph 2003.
Keller, John W., Steiner et al, Enhancing LESA:  Ideas for Improving the Use and Capabilities of the Land Evaluation and Site Assessment System, Soil and Water Conservation Society 2003.
Keller, John W., “The Case of Vanishing Rural Schools,” a monograph prepared for the United Rural Schools Administrators, The Johnson Foundation 2004.
Keller, John W, Thomas Daniels and Ian Sinclair, “The Countryside:  U.S. and Australian Comparative Practices, National Conference of the American Planning Association 2005.
Keller, John W., “The School as Heart and Soul of Rural Community – The Case of Rural Schools” United Rural School Administrator’s Conference 2006.
Keller, John W. and Tim Bates, “Dogs, Hogs and Bullfrogs:  The Case of Rural Land Use Planning,” Conference of the American Planning Association 2007.
Keller, John W., Tom Daniels et al, The Small Town Planning Handbook 3rd, APA Press (2007).
Keller, John W and Tim Bates, “Rural Land Use Regulations,” The Rocky Mountain Land Use Conference 2007.
Keller, John W, Tom Daniels et al, “Planning at the Metro Fringe,” Conference of The American Planning Association 2008.
Keller, John W., Bob Barber et al, “On the Road to Rural Recovery,” Conference of the American Planning Association 2009.
Keller, John W., “Sign Controls and First Amendment Freedoms,” The Kansas Planning Commissioners Workshop, Junction City Kansas 2010.
Keller, John W., Dwight Merriam and Daniel Mandelker, “Agricultural Land Use Regulations,” The International Municipal Lawyers Association, July 2011.
University Service
College of Architecture and Design, Programs Committee

College of Architecture and Design, Graduate Programs Committee

College of Architecture and Design, Course and Curriculum Committee

College of Architecture and Design, College Committee on Planning

General Faculty Grievance Committee, Member

General Faculty Grievance Committee, Chairman

Kansas Hazardous Waste Facilities Siting Board, 1983 -1989
Graduate Faculty Council, 1986 - 1992

University Faculty Senate, Executive Committee

University Faculty Senate, President 1987 - 1988
Intercollegiate Athletic Council, 1986 - 1989 

University Strategic Planning Committee, 1987 - 1994

Chair, Faculty Senate Committee on University Planning, 1988 - 1990
Faculty Senate Committee on University Planning 1991-1994

Provost's Executive Committee on Strategic Planning 1994 -1997

Vice Provost's Committee on Sponsored Research Awards – 1996
Member, CAPD 1998 - current.

Member, Provost's Committee on Graduate Program Evaluation - 1997/1998.

Chairman, University Taskforce on Structure of Research and Role of the Graduate School, 1998

University Undergraduate Grievance Committee, Chair 1995 – 1999

Member, Graduate Council 2003 - 2006

University Faculty Senate Member 2000 – 2002; 2009 - 2010
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