


Florida, area (Orange and Seminole Counties) during 
the calendar year 2005 (the last full calendar year before 
the housing bubble burst). This geographic area, at the 
time data were collected, had two (countywide) school 
districts, with a total of 206 K-12 public schools.  

The hypothesis was not rejected by the outputs of 
the model, and thereby provided empirical evidence 
that housing prices are statistically associated with 
school facility age; with the houses near newer schools 
commanding higher prices when all other attributes 
were held equal. 

Including facility age allowed us to expand the 
theoretical and policy discourse of community 
infrastructure investment (via new schools). If new 
schools were built in older communities as part of 
community development initiatives, they might help 
revitalize urban areas. Consequently, and of equal 
importance, lack of investment in schools in 
already disadvantaged areas could cause further 
economic decline and perpetuate socio-economic 
community divisions.

Many cities have already indicated that school 
investment helped jump-start desirability in their 
community development initiatives, and the empirical 
findings in this study suggest that new schools in 
community revitalization projects could indeed help 
jump-start and/or sustain revitalization of communities 
linked with the facility. In addition, the findings suggest 
that revitalizing historic school facilities may produce 
similar results; we have also observed a relationship 
between housing prices and historic schools.

Although the overall direction of causality between 
housing choice and school quality is still uncertain, 
and school facilities certainly may not be a silver 
bullet capable of magically revamping depressed 
communities, school facilities may be an important 
component to community revitalization and 
sustainability via the relationship between school 
facility age and housing price. The implication is that 
if communities continue to invest in new schools, 
or renovate existing schools in older communities, 
then community development initiatives and urban 
revitalization efforts in those neighborhoods could be 
more successful.

On the other hand, and equally important, the lack 
of school investment in other parts of a region could 
help cause further economic decline in those areas 
and perpetuate regional socioeconomic community 
divisions. In summary, school facility planning 
must be addressed carefully, recognizing that all 
benefits and/or consequences could be felt by every 
household in a community and region.

The full manuscript “The Value of New: Elementary 

School Facility Age and Associated Housing Price,” can 
be found in the Journal of Housing Research (2011), 
Volume 20, Issue 1, pages 67-86. <http://hdl.handle.
net/2097/12432>

school Facilities and technological Resources    

Driven by further exploration of “newer equals better” 
in the preceding research, and because it was an 
underlying presumption, I continued by examining 
the relationship between K-12 public school facility 
age and student access to modern classroom 
technological resources in the school. Using the 
same dataset, I used a multivariate cross-sectional 
regression to analyze the individual school, by school 
type (elementary, middle, high) and the relationship 
between its age and modern classroom technological 
resources available. Interestingly, no statistically 
significant relationship was found between these 
variables. Instead, the more participants involved in 
planning for school technology, the more technology 
could be found in the school classroom.

Finding classroom technology had no relationship 
with school facility age was certainly contrary to 
expectations, but perhaps a logical explanation for 
this is that it is actually individual school policies that 
influence school technology levels, not the age of the 
facility itself. For example, a principal of a school will 
receive funding and then decide whether to spend 
that money on new computers, new playground 
equipment, or something else. Thus, the principal and 
collective decision-makers, not the age of the facility, 
have the most influence over a school’s classroom 
technological resources. This is likely why this study 
found that schools with more stakeholder participants 
in the school technology planning process had 
more classroom technology resources, regardless 
of the age of the school facility or any other factor 
considered in the model.

More modernized computers per student were found 
in schools with more stakeholder participation in this 
study. Perhaps self-selection bias and the strength 
of numbers explain the phenomenon because 
these stakeholders are voluntary. Thus the involved 
stakeholders are likely predetermined advocates for 
technology, which is perhaps why they chose, or were 
chosen, to become involved in the first place. They 
likely think that technology is an influential tool in 
student achievement, a likely supposition (Betts, 1995). 
 
Nevertheless, the relationship between the number of 
stakeholders in the school technology planning process 
and the amount of classroom technological resources 
at that school is of utmost importance in and of itself. 
This indicates empirically that the act of involving more 
people in a planning process influences the outcome. Figure 4. Perceptions of Suburban versus Inner-city Public Schools 

(Source: imaged retrieved online from Herblock’s History)

ReseARch ReseARch
S

p
ring 2013

23

S
p

rin
g 

20
13

22



The implications can be quite widespread. Ideally, 
including various stakeholders in making decisions 
will result in outcomes that best represent the desires 
of the community. This is not a new concept; citizen 
participation in community planning has been advocated 
for quite some time and has become a mainstream 
notion in the community planning field (Arnstein, 1969; 
Briggs, 2003). Stakeholder participation creates greater 
buy in; it certainly is more democratic than top-down 
planning; and including external forces will, moreover, 
bring new ideas to the table (Briggs, 2003). However, the 
sentiment itself outstrips any empirical evidence for it.  

In the end, for public K-12 educational facilities, 
newer facilities do not necessarily have more 
classroom technological resources than older 
facilities. Technology is driven by stakeholders. In 
other words, given adequate leadership, it is entirely 
feasible to find older facilities with the latest and 
greatest technological resources. 

The manuscript, “School Facility Age and Classroom 
Technology: The Influence of Stakeholder Participation 
in the Technology Planning Process,” can be found in full 
in the Journal of American Clearinghouse on Educational 
Facilities (2011), Volume 1, Issue 1, pages 39-50.
<http://online.tarleton.edu/ACEF/ACEFJournal2011Vol1/
index.html#/38/>

school Facilities and student Achievements 

However, when I investigated the relationship between 
the age of a public K-12 school facility and student 
achievement in the sample, school performance 
did indeed have an inverse association with facility 
age, with students at newer schools more likely to 
perform at higher levels than their counterparts at 
older facilities. We could hypothesize that even though 
new facilities do not necessarily have more access to 
modern technology, they still are more likely to have 
better physical conditions: proper lighting, acoustics, 
air quality, aesthetics, and so forth. Moreover, building 
condition enhances educational atmosphere and 
student performance (Earthman and LeMasters, 2011; 
Schneider, 2002; Sheets, 2011). 

To test the function of school facility age on student 
performance, I applied an ordered logistic regression 
model to the elementary, middle, and high schools in 
the dataset, to determine the statistical relationship for 
these variables, while controlling for student and faculty/
staff characteristics. The findings from this paper bolster 
the idea that a school’s physical condition influences 
education. Some caution in interpreting these results 
is necessary because higher housing costs were also 
associated with the newer schools in this sample, so 
these findings also strengthened the notion that home 
environment, through resources, culture, or both, are just 
as important and stratified amongst our communities 
today as they were almost half a century ago (Briggs, 
2005; Coleman, 1966). In the end, the influence of a 
facility’s physical is likely only part of a combination of 
many factors. 

This third manuscript, “New School Facilities and their 
Association with Student Achievement,” can be found in 
the Journal of American Clearinghouse on Educational 
Facilities (2012), Volume 2, Issue 2, pages 47-61.
<http://online.tarleton.edu/ACEF/ACEF_Journal_Vol2_
Issue2_March_2012/index.html#/46/>

Fodder for Further Discussion

Collectively, this all indicates that communities and 
schools are not independent of one another. Strong 
schools are related to strong communities, and the 
opposite is also true. Figure 5 displays some of the key 
conceptual relationships these studies tested. 

The research shows a need for policies that encourage 
increased, uniform facility maintenance programs and 
investments in our public K-12 school systems, as well 
as an increased attention to the barriers involved in 
America’s “geographies of opportunity” for our youth. 
In this case, children who attend the newer and better 
performing schools generally live in the more expensive 
neighborhoods of metropolitan areas.

If our communities are going to become sustainable, our 
collective infrastructure must be reliable. In addition to 
schools, I am now working diligently, both individually 
and collaboratively, on several new studies that look 
at other aspects of our infrastructure. I look forward to 
sharing these efforts as they are completed. Two have 
already been selected for 2013 journal publication and 
will be available soon.  
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Figure 5. Conceptual Relationships Discussed
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DePARtMeNt oF iNteRioR ARchitectURe & 
PRoDUct DesigN

FAcUltY

• Associate Professor Vibha Jani had a paper selected 
for the Interior Design Educators Council Midwest 
regional meeting (October 19-20 in St. Louis.) The paper 
is titled: “Diversity, Technology and a Dream: An Author’s 
Efforts to Develop Educational Materials to Introduce 
Diverse Perspectives in Design.”

• Department Head Katherine Ankerson served as one 
member of a three-person site visit team to the North 
Carolina for CIDA accreditation in early November. 

• Associate Professor Vibhavari Jani presented the 
Wounded Warriors project at the Rotary Peace Forum 
on Saturday, February 16. She additionally was invited 
and presented the project to the University of Illinois’s 
architecture students.

• Assistant Professor Kendra Ordia was an invited 
member of a panel presentation titled “iDO: Interior 
Design Optimism about the Future among Emerging 
Educators” at the 2013 National IDEC Conference. 

• Department Head and Professor Katherine Ankerson 
attended the National Interior Design Educators Council 
(IDEC) Conference where she led a task force to review 
IDEC regional conferences to increase identity and 
involvement of members. 

• Ankerson was awarded the 2013 IDEC Book 
Award for the book Illustrated Codes for Designers: 
Residential (published by Fairchild Books, Inc.) 
The IDEC Book Award is given for recognition of 
the content of an outstanding book that exhibits 
excellence in addressing issues of the discipline 
of interior design including practice, research and 
education. Selection committee comments: “Overall, 
the committee was impressed about the inclusiveness 
and the organization of this text. The committee felt 
that this DVD-based book is the trendsetter in interior 
design education and the interactive nature will 
be conducive to students learning. Learning about 
codes is typically presented in a dry format that can 
be difficult to read but this text ‘is a well thought out 
approach to comprehensive ‘active learning.’”

• Ankerson (project lead) and Associate Professor Neal 
Hubbell (team member) along with eight colleagues at 
three other universities were awarded the 2013 IDEC 
Media Award for their project Lighting Across the 
[Design] Curriculum. The IDEC Media Award is given 
for recognition of the content of an outstanding visual 
media piece that exhibit excellence in addressing issues 
of the discipline of interior design including practice, 
research and education. This two-year project was 
the result of a $50,000 grant awarded as the 20th 
Anniversary Nuckolls Lighting Fund in 2010. Selection 
committee comments: “To understand the magnitude 
and depth of thought and delivery of knowledge of this 
media piece one must really explore the website that 
was developed. The website is interactive and very 
informative the site provides class exercises that covers 
the concepts of lighting from a multitude of perspectives 
ranging from aesthetics to sustainable lighting concepts 
and principles. The website itself is graphically 
appealing, very easy to navigate and provides basic to 
advanced topics within the site. Lectures are contained 

within are easy to run within the site. The site truly 
provides content and examples of how we, as educators 
should incorporate “lighting across the curriculum!”

• Ankerson has accepted an invitation to serve as one of 
three external reviewers for the College of Architecture 
and Environmental Design at Kent State University. The 
review will occur April 24-26 2013.

• Assistant Professor Kendra Ordia was selected to 
participate in the Peer Review of Teaching Program.

• Associate Professor Vibha Jani presented a paper 
at the Healthcare Design conference to highlight the 
healthcare needs of wounded warriors coming back 
from Iraq and Afghanistan wars. This presentation 
featured rehabilitation center prototypes designed by the 
2011 capstone studio students.

• Jani’s exhibition: “Privacy from the prying eyes: Jali 
as an architectural intervention” opened on November 
1 at the Kemper Gallery. This exhibition featured 
photographs of the jalis that adorn ancient architectural 
monuments of India and various screens to show how 
these jails were not just decorative elements, but were 
specially designed interventions to provide privacy for 
the occupants of the dwellings. 

• Assistant Professor Katrina Lewis has been invited to 
serve on the advisory committee for the Lou Douglas 
Lecture Series on Public Issues.

• Associate Professor Vibhavari Jani was awarded 
$5,000 through the Academic Excellence Funds to 
support “Diverse Art, Architecture and Cultures of 
South Asia.”

• Jani also had a presentation abstract “Designing 
Healing Environments for the Wounded Warriors” 
accepted for the 2013 EDRA conference. 

• Associate Professor Ryadi Adityavarman was awarded 
$5,000 through the Academic Excellence Funds to 
support a series of lecture and workshop events in 
international hotel planning. Adityavarman was also 
awarded $1,970 from the Tilford Incentive Grant to 
support “Critical Regionalism: Search of Design Identity 
within Diversity.”

• Assistant Professor Kendra Ordia had a presentation 
abstract “Guidelines and Considerations for Biophilic 
Interior Design in Healthcare Environments” accepted 
for the 2013 EDRA conference. 

• Assistant Professor David Richter-O’Connell had a 
poster abstract “People, Places and Things … The 
Process and Management of Multidisciplinary Design” 
accepted for the 2013 EDRA conference. 

• Associate Professor David Brown worked closely with 
Tim Owens of Next Wave Automation in Holland, Ohio, 
to donate a CNC Shark 2.0 for use in the IAPD furniture 
workshop. The intention of the donation is to train 
faculty and students on the technology, and to evaluate 
the impact of the ready access on innovation and craft 
in furniture and product design. Brown will conduct the 
training and will monitor the production and innovation 
arising from the small bed CNC. 

• Department Head and Professor Katherine Ankerson 
attended the Leadership Summit Design Innovation & 

Technology sponsored by the Design Futures Council 
in La Jolla, California. Presentations by futurists and 
design profession leaders focused on the implications 
of technology in the future related to buildings, urban 
environments, and person-environment fit. Attendance 
allowed connections with many and occurred at an 
optimal time for visioning for IAPD.

stUDeNts

• The IAPD Student Council sponsored the “Holiday 
Shindig” on November 29 with cookies, inviting the 
College for an evening break from their work. It was very 
well attended. The IAPD Student Council additionally 
sponsored a week focused on safety with posters and 
messages sent to students and including topics such as 
equipment safety, posture, mental health, relaxation and 
driving. 

• During the month of December final reviews occurred 
for all fall studio courses. Additionally, the Herman 
Miller-sponsored research work incorporated throughout 
multiple courses and levels of the curriculum resulted 
in multiple outcomes. Herman Miller innovation 
representatives from Grand Rapids, Michigan, and higher 
education research from Florida were present for the final 
reviews held in our Kansas City Design Center (KCDC) 
location. These reviews also included Kansas City and 
surrounding area designers and architects from multiple 
firms. We are currently preparing the final publications on 
this research/design activity. The group research projects 
listed below were also a result of the collaboration with 
Herman Miller.

• Fifth-year student Alexis Kiel has been awarded a $500 
Scholarship from EDRA to attend the 2013 International 
EDRA Conference in May to deliver her paper “Updating 
Healthcare Policy For America’s Heroes.” The paper is 
the result of the 810 Capstone studio work with Professor 
Vibhavari Jani, designing a rehabilitation clinic for returning 
wounded warriors.

• Fourth-year student Kayla Hales’s submission for the 
prestigious Gensler Brinkmann Scholarship progressed 
to the second tier of consideration (a video presentation). 
Several students have presentations accepted for the 
upcoming EDRA 44 conference in Providence, Rhode 
Island, this May. Student abstracts accepted by EDRA for 
presentations (each of the student abstracts stem from 
coursework taught by Associate Professor Vibha Jani):

Group 1: Courtney Courtney Albracht, Katie Ortballs, 
Laura Stockdell
Title: Personal Expression versus Territoriality: How to 
Achieve Balance in Design Learning Environments

Group 2: Adam Rodriguez, Adam Davenport, Daniel 
Gonzales
Title: Identifying Different Generations? Spatial Needs 
for Design Learning Environments

Student: Alexis Kiel
Title: Updating Healthcare Policy for America’s Heroes 

• Student abstract accepted by EDRA for poster 
presentation:

Group 3: Elizabeth Cassity, Chelsea Neville, Jessica 
Tibbetts
Title: The Chromatic Luminance in The Designed 
Environment

• Three German exchange students are with IAPD 
for the spring semester: Billie Hofmann, Christina 
Regenfus, and Christopher Steck. They are enrolled in a 
variety of courses including IAPD third-year studio.

• Six student furniture design projects have been 
selected by the Beach Museum for inclusion in the 
Museum of Wonder exhibit. The projects created by 
Josh Burkhart, fifth-year, (Professor David Brown); Lee 
Watson, fifth-year, (Professor Steve Davidson); Andrew 
Yarnell, fifth-year, (Professors David Brown and Steve 
Davidson) will each be represented in the spring 2013 
show. Projects created by Katherine Ortbals, fourth-
year, (Professor Rod Troyer); Melissa Still, fourth-year, 
(Professor David Brown); and Anthony Ngo, fourth-year, 
(Professor  Rod Troyer) will each be represented in the 
summer 2013 show.

eveNts

• The Ekdahl Lecture on November 14 featured 
Eames Demetrios. Demetrios is best known in the 
design world for his work as director of the Eames 
Office spearheading the successful re-discovery of 
the Charles and Ray Eames design heritage by new 
generations.  The mission of the Eames Office is 
communicating, preserving and extending the work of 
Charles and Ray Eames. On November 13, students 
and faculty had a screening of Eames films in Pierce 
Commons from 6-9 p.m.

• The final Lunch and Learn of the semester, featuring 
Spinneybeck Leather and Filzfelt, was Wednesday, 
November 7. This informative information and sample 
sharing was attended by approximately 45 students 
and faculty. 

• IAPD hosted ACSA Distinguished Professor of 
Architecture Mahesh Daas as the distinguished 
speaker for Spring 2013. Professor Daas is interested 
in the interdisciplinary intersections between design, 
technology, innovation, leadership, social justice, 
and higher education. His work is evenly distributed 
between design practice, design-build, history and 
theory, and applied research. During the two-day visit, 
Professor Daas met with student groups in discussion, 
IAPD faculty, and delivered a formal presentation 
attended by approximately 200 people.

DePARtMeNt oF lANDscAPe ARchitectURe/
RegioNAl & coMMUNitY PlANNiNg

FAcUltY 

• Making presentations at the Bi-State American 
Planning Association Conference in Kansas City 
October 11-12 were:

• Joel Hornickel, BLA ‘04

• Wendy Griswold, Community Development instructor, 
and Huston Gibson, RCP Assistant Professor: The TAB 
Program: Providing Technical Assistance to Brownfields 
in Small and Rural Communities

• Larry Lawhon, RCP Associate Professor:  Living Light 
on the Planet: Senior Co-Housing
Kansas/Missouri

• The Design Communication Association 2012 
Biannual National Conference at Oklahoma State 
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University, October 24-26, included presentations by:

• Jon Hunt and Ellen Urton (Hale Library), “Learning to 
See Through Reflective Learning”

• Blake Belanger and Mike McGlynn (Architecture), 
“Operationalizing Diagramming in Design Education for 
Design Thinking and Communication,” co-authored with 
Stephanie Rolley.

• LA and RCP faculty made significant contributions 
to our college record in the Office and Research and 
Sponsored Project Report for 2012. Our track record 
is building with this being the third consecutive year of 
continually increasing grant activity. 

• Dr. Wendy Griswold, Community Development 
instructor, presented Community Education vs. 
Development: Unifying Natural Allies at the American 
Association for Adult and Continuing Education Annual 
Conference, November 4-9, 2012

• The American Collegiate Schools of Planning Meeting 
in Cincinnati, November 1-4, included presentations 
by:
• Assistant Professor Jason Brody, “Toward a 

Pragmatic Communicative Understanding of Urban 
Design Concepts” 

• Assistant Professor Huston Gibson, “Ecological Parks 
as Urban Community Amenity: Responses from the 
Stapleton, Colorado, Focus Group Sessions”

•  Professor and Head Stephanie Rolley on the 
Planning Accreditation Board Roundtable: Where’s the 
Diversity? and on the ACSP Presidential Panel: Distance 
Education and Planning Education—What are the Key 
Opportunities and Issues?

• Assistant Professor Alpa Nawre presented “Ecological 
Sustainability of the Poor: Geddes in India” at the 
ICSDEC Conference in Ft. Worth, Texas, November 7-9. 

• Nawre served on the international jury for the EAST 
Project, funded by the European Union, in Raipur, India, 
during the week of November 26.

• Assistant Professor Katie Kingery-Page submitted a 
$584K proposal to the ArtPlace Creative Placemaking 
grant program to support development of a new, 
interpretive arts infrastructure and programming 
initiative for Nicodemus, Kansas. The project team 
includes Angela Bates, Dede Brokesh, Josh Cheek, 
Todd Gabbard, Johnella Holmes and LaBarbara 
James Wigfall.  

• Assistant Professor Jon Hunt received a $12,300 
Academic Excellence Award from the President and 
Provost supporting purchase of an etching press and 
work tables for the APDesign print shop.

• Nawre is a co-PI on a $250K grant proposal submitted 
to the Obama-Singh 21st Century Knowledge Initiative 
to support a multidisciplinary collaborative process to 
develop decision-quality information related to historical 
water management systems in India as a model for a 
sustainable planet. 

• Gary Stith, RCP Assistant Professor, will serve as the 
Interim Director of the Flint Hills Regional Council.

• Assistant Professors Howard Hahn and Katie 
Kingery-Page’s article, The Aesthetics of Digital 
Representation: Realism, Abstraction and Kitsch, in 
the Journal of Landscape Architecture, Vol 7, Issue 2, 
2012, is now available. 

• Lee Skabelund’s recent post (http://thefield.
asla.org/2012/11/26/ecosystem-restoration-
and-ecological-design/?utm_source=All&utm_
campaign=06.18.12&utm_medium=email) on the ASLA 
Reclamation and Restoration Professional Practice 
Network includes many of his beautiful images of the 
Flint Hills landscape. 

• Assistant Professor Kingery-Page and Landscape 
Architect Dea Brokesh were instrumental in securing the 
recent $14,200 award from the Sunflower Foundation to 
USD 383 for development of trails at Northview School. 
The grant is matched with a $14,300 from USD 383.

• Assistant Professor Kingery-Page and Landscape 
Architect Dea Brokesh submitted their final $250K 
proposal to the NSF Advancing Informal STEM 
Learning program in collaboration with Architectural 
Engineering, Horticulture, Art and the Beach Art 
Museum. Associate Professor Lee Skabelund and 
the Biology and Mathematics departments are also 
contributors. Pathways: Sparking Wonder in STEM 
Learning through Experiences of Landscape and Art will 
support development of a meadow near the museum 
complemented by an interactive digital exhibit.

• Assistant Professor Anne Beamish received a $4,000 
Academic Excellence Award from the President and 
Provost in support of her fall 2013 specialization studio: 
World of Night Trip to Toronto for Nuit Blanche.  

• Assistant Professor Howard Hahn, Instructor Dereatha 
Cross and MLA Student Jacob Jenkins participated 
in the 2013 GeoSummit at the ESRI Headquarters in 
Redlands, California, January 24-25.  

• Blake Belanger has been promoted to associate 
professor with tenure. 

• Lee Skabelund presented “Kansas State University: 
Seaton Hall Green Roof Research Project -Use of 
Native Plants on 4-7 Inches of Green Roof Grow Media” 
on February 8, at the Missouri Prairie Foundation’s 
Grow Native conference in Lawrence, Kansas.

• The most recent K-State proposal to the EPA to 
provide technical assistance to Brownfields (TAB) in 
Regions 5, 6, 7 and 8 was awarded. Professors Huston 
Gibson, Lee Skabelund, LaBarbara Wigfall and Wendy 
Griswold are a part of the interdisciplinary team.

• The Nicodemus Parks for the People project will 
receive a K-State Excellence in Engagement Award. 
Led by La Barbara Wigfall and Josh Cheek, the project 
was supported by Dea Brokesh, Anne Beamish, Katie 
Kingery-Page, Huston Gibson and partners from across 
campus and the state.

• Ph.D. candidate Jeremy Merrill and Assistant 
Professor Jon Hunt will represent our department in 
the K-State’s Year of the Brain activities. They will 
participate in events leading up to the September 19 
symposium featuring D. David Sosa, the author of How 
the Brain Learns. 

• Assistant Professor Alpa Nawre has passed all 
sections of Landscape Architect Registration Exam. 
Congratulations!

stUDeNts

• Jonathan Knight, MRCP ‘12, received the Kansas 
APA New Horizon Award for his Master’s Report, 
The Geography of Nature Access Opportunities. He 
worked with Major Professor Katie Kingery-Page with 
committee members Huston Gibson and Jae Hong Kim. 
The New Horizon award is for pushing the boundaries 
of planning in creative and innovative ways. The awards 
ceremony was held during the Bi-State Kansas/Missouri 
Planning Conference on Friday, October 11, in Kansas 
City, Missouri.

• Our student chapters of the American Society of 
Landscape Architecture and American Planning 
Association did a fantastic job at Build a Better Block 
in Kansas City on October 5. The event is one of many 
across the U.S. that demonstrates how streets can be 
redesigned to increase economic development while 
reducing carbon emissions. The students constructed 
a new configuration for Grand Boulevard that was so 
convincing that city buses started stopping at the bus 
stop. The students had great coverage in the Kansas 
City Star. 

• The newly elected Student Planning Association   
officers are:
• President: James Wood
• Vice-President + PSO Student Rep: John Scott
• Treasurer + Undergraduate Rep: Jessica Weber
• Secretary + Post-Graduate Rep: Andy Thomason
• Public Relations + Social Char: Eric Connor

• SCASLA’s entry into the Festival of Trees won the 
Most Contemporary Award and was purchased, 
creating a donation to the RSVP program.

• Elizabeth Decker, 4th year NB MLA, placed third in 
the University Life Café Art Contest out of sixty pieces. 

The spring 2013 SCASLA Officers are:
• President: Angela Mayer
• Vice President: Rachel Fox
• Secretary: Abby Glastetter
• Treasurer: Lauren Ewald
• PGASLA Liason: Elise Fagan
• PGASLA Liason: Betsy Haddox

• Three Landscape Architecture students are part of an 
Urban Land Institute Hines Competition Finalist Team. 
Fifth-year MLA student Kevin Cunningham led the 
team, which includes Derek Hoetmer and Kylie Harper, 
5th year MLA;  Lauren Brown, University of Kansas 
Architecture; and Tyler Knott, Entrepreneurial Real 
Estate, University of Missouri-Kansas City. Assistant 
Professor Jason Brody is the team’s adviser. The 
team’s advisory committee includes:
• Blake Belanger, Landscape Architecture Professor, 

K-State
• Genevieve Boudoin, Architecture Professor, KU
• Walt Clement, Director of Lewis White Real Estate 

Center, UMKC
• Jerry Jones, Slawson Companies, Wichita, KS
• Stephanie Rolley, LARCP Department Head, 

K-State
• Gary Stith, Regional and Community Planning 

Professor, K-State

The team is one of two entries from K-State and is one 
of four teams selected from out of 149 teams from 70 
universities in the United States and Canada to move 
to the final phase of competition. Teams developed 
solutions for a site in Minneapolis’s Downtown East 
neighborhood, near the new Minnesota Vikings 
stadium. The team will travel to Minneapolis in 
April to make their final presentation. The ULI Press 
Release provides more details on this outstanding 
accomplishment: http://www.uli.org/press-release/
hines-final-four-2013

• Ph.D. candidate Katie Burke presented “Measuring 
Gully Erosion in Two Disturbed Kansas Landscape” at 
the 10th Annual Capitol Graduate Research Summit in 
Topeka on February 14. (Major Professor Tim Keane)

• Jeremy Merrill made the first presentation in 
the Ph.D. Colloquium Series on February 26. He 
addressed the model of creativity for design students 
and the methodology used in his study. (Major 
Professor Stephanie Rolley)

• RCP students John Heiman, James Wood and John 
Scott made a great replica of  Anderson Hall out of 
Legos which was displayed in the K-State Student 
Union during the K-State 150th celebration. 

AlUMNi

• Bob Hartnett, BLA ‘ 80, was elected as the Region 
II Director for the Council of Landscape Architectural 
Registration Boards.

• Phil Meyer, BLA ‘85, was re-elected as the Region IV 
Director for CLARB.

DePARtMeNt oF ARchitectURe

FAcUltY

• Professor David Seamon published the chapter, 
“Physical and Virtual Environments: Meaning of Place 
and Space,” in the 12th edition of Willard & Spackman’s 
Occupational Therapy, edited by Barbara Schell and 
Margaret Scaffa and published by Wippincott, Williams 
& Wilkens in Philadelphia. 

• Seamon published the article, “A Jumping, Joyous 
Urban Jumble: Jane Jacobs’s Death and Life of 
Great American Cities as a Phenomenology of Urban 
Place,” in the peer-reviewed, open-source Journal of 
Space Syntax, vol. 3 (fall), pp. 139-49 (available at: 
http://joss.bartlett.ucl.ac.uk/journal/index.php/joss/
issue/view/5/showToc).

• Assistant Professor Michael Gibson presented a paper 
entitled “Construction Critical: Technology, Millwork, 
and Interior Space” at the ACSA Fall Conference in 
Philadelphia, September 27-29.

• Professor Peter Magyar traveled to Shanghai, China, 
October 15-22 to present his paper titled “Spatial 
Aspects of the I Ching/The I Ching, Gottfried Wilhelm 
Leibniz and the Spaceprint Method” at the International 
Conference in Suzhou: Master Planning the Future/
China and India. 

• Assistant Professor Michael McGlynn and Blake 
Belanger, Assistant Professor of Landscape 
Architecture, co-presented “Operationalizing 
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Diagramming in Design Education for Design Thinking 
and Communication” at the 2012 Biannual Conference 
of the Design Communication Association at Oklahoma 
State University on October 23.

• Professor David Sachs presented a paper titled 
“Alden Krider and the Houses on Bluemont Hill” at 
the annual conference of the Southeast Chapter of 
the Society of Architectural Historians (SESAH) in 
Athens, Georgia. His former student Mark Holton was 
also selected to present a paper, titled “Peter Bohlin 
and the Story of Soft Modernism,” which grew out 
of a presentation given in Sachs’ course. Holton was 
awarded a $400 student travel grant from SESAH, 
based on the quality of his paper.

• Sachs also presented a paper titled “Mentoring: 
Lessons from the Design Studio” at the Annual 
Mentoring Conference at the University of New Mexico 
in Albuquerque.

• Profesor Susanne Siepl-Coates presented “SLIM 
DOWNtown: Patterns of Place-Making to Increase 
Walking and Bicycling” at the 2012 Built Environment 
and the Outdoors Summit, Manhattan, Kansas, 24-26 
October 2012.

• In the November 20, 2012 edition of the international 
e-newsletter e-architecture, Professor Peter Magyar 
was again the guest editor and wrote the editorial 
article titled “Scales.”

• Magyar’s peer-reviewed paper, “Roots of Infinity” has 
been accepted for presentation and workshop at the 
Arts in Society International Conference in Budapest, 
Hungary. It will take place on June 24-26, 2013.

• The research and editorial department of the 
International Biographical Centre, Cambridge, 
England, named Magyar one of the “Top 100 
Professionals – 2013.”

• Professor David Seamon has published a chapter 
in Resisting the Place of Belonging: Uncanny 
Homecomings in Religion, Narrative and the Arts, 
edited by religious-studies scholar Daniel Boscaljon 
and published by Ashgate. 

• Professor Peter Magyar has published his book 
Urban Innuendoes. Professor Magyar also has an 
exhibition running at the Manhattan Art Center titled 
“Episodes by Water.”

• Magyar’s  “Roots of Infinity Workshop” proposal has 
been evaluated and accepted for the 7th International 
Conference on the Arts in Society, to be taken place in 
June 2013, in the Eotvos Lorant University in Budapest.

• Professor Gary Coates and Professor and Associate 
Dean Wendy Ornelas were both awarded ACSA 
Distinguished Teaching Awards for 2012-2013. 
Only four professors in the nation were chosen for 
this prestigious award. It is the first time that two 
professors from the same university were chosen in the 
same year.

• Professor Peter Magyar has completed the 
manuscript for his next book, Seven Lessons on 
Architectural Morphogenesis.

• Magyar also wrote the editorial article, “White 
Lines of Alvaro Siza,” for the E-Architecture 
International Newsletter.

• Professor David Sachs’s entry on the 20th Century 
Louisiana Architect A. Hays Town was published in 
Arts & Architecture vol. 21 of the New Encyclopedia of 
Southern Culture (University of North Carolina Press.) 
Town was influential in bringing modern architecture to 
the deep south, and later was perhaps more influential in 
leading a revival of interest in the traditional vernacular 
architecture of the region.

• Sachs’s review of Nigel Coates book, Narrative 
Architecture, was published in the March edition of 
CHOICE. Coates, a late 20th Century avant-garde 
English architect, provides an insider’s view of the 
cultural developments of the time.

• Sachs also chaired the annual Heritage Trust Fund 
Review Committee for the Kansas State Historic 
Preservation Office. The committee was able to award 
over $1 million to 18 recipients around the state to 
support local preservation efforts.

• Professor David Seamon has published an invited 
chapter, “Physical and Virtual Environments: Meaning 
of Place and Space,” in the 12th edition of Willard 
& Spackman’s Occupational Therapy, edited by 
occupational science researchers Barbara Schell and 
Margaret Scaffa. The volume is published by Wippincott, 
Williams & Wilkens.

• Professor Gary Coates published his sixth book, The 
Rebirth of Sacred Art: Reflections on the Aperspectival 
Geometric Art of Adi Da Samraj, Middletown, CA: The 
Dawn Horse Press, 2013.

stUDeNts

• The annual Bowman Design Forum was held on 
Wednesday, November 7. Special Merit awards went 
to: Wendy Lai, Nathan Niewald and Andy McAllister. 
Honorable Mention awards went to: Dain Susman and 
Kyle Cooper.

• Assistant Professor Nathan Howe and students Ethan 
Rhoades and Matthew Whetstone are now drawing the 
construction documentation for the fabrication of the 
winning design after winning the design Competition for 
Seger Park spray park in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Dean’s Office

• DesignIntelligence magazine ranked five of our 
programs in the top 15 in the America’s Best 
Architecture and Design Schools 2013 issue.
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Upcoming events
For more information, go to apdesign.k-state.edu/events

09.5-7  DAC Meeting

09.06   Scholarship Reception

09.07   Family Day

09.11   Bryant Lecture: Perry Kulper

10.02   ARCH Distinguished Lecture: Thomas Phifer

10.04   Alumni & Friends Golf Tournament

10.14  LA|RCP Distinguished Lecture: Charles Marohn

11.06  Ekdahl Lecture: Ken Greenberg

11.07   Alumni Honorees Visit

the college of Architecture, Planning & Design
115 Seaton Hall
Manhattan, KS 
66506-2902
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