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Residential Level Area of Inquiry

Although the areas of the living units is 
smaller in nature, which helps to draw 
the residents out of their private spaces 
and into the communal spaces, they 
still can evoke the feelings of home for 
the residents. This feeling stems from 
the individuality of each residence being 
separate from one another. The feeling 
of home is accentuated by the expressed 
gable of the ceiling within. The visual 
expression of a gable roof subconsciously 
triggers a more domicile feel to a space, as 
many people have evolved living in spaces 
with similarly pitched roofs.

The roof above each dwelling unit was gabled while the remainder 
of the roof above circulation and communal spaces was made 
flat. This further reinforces the notion of the autonomy of each 
residence, while also providing a more home-like atmosphere 
within the dwelling units. Also the gabling of the roofs helps assist 
the project blend into the surrounding context.

Cover

The building occupies a large portion of the given site, and almost 
all of the buildable area. In doing so this project is allowed a much 
lower profile to better blend in with the surrounding context.

Mass

In the center of the building, a curvilinear courtyard was carved 
out of the mass in relation the, mature, existing trees on site. 
This move gives the courtyard hierarchal dominance within the 
scheme as a centralizing and unifying experience, especially for the 
residents.

Carve

The remaining masses are shifted in response to the nature of the 
courtyard. This promotes the courtyard as the unifying space for 
the residents, and it breaks down the scale of the building making 
it feel more comfortable and cozy.

Shift

Every individual dwelling unit was split apart so that no two units 
had a shared wall. This was done to give each resident a stronger 
sense of autonomy and to create spaces between each unit that 
can be programmed. The split also establishes an underlying 
structural rhythm throughout the project.

Split

The site the building is built upon was both carved and filled. In 
doing so it created opportunities to create paved terraces in 
association with the program of the building. The uppermost 
terrace is the access point to all of the community spaces. The 
intermediate terrace is adjacent to the primary entry point for 
the residents, staff, and guests of the residents. Lastly the bottom 
terrace Is on the same level as the sidewalk and creates a public 
space  to assist in engaging the community with the building.

Site

North - South Section

What are the needs for a family that 
has uprooted their lives, as a result of 
domestic violence? 

This project seeks to answer that 
question. First, as a place where 
these families will live, it should evoke 
a sense of home. A place one can 
call their own. To evoke the home, it 
needs to be comfortable, private, and 
arrange itself around the structure of 
a family. Secondly, this place should 
support the healing process these 
families are experiencing. To do so it 
must emphasize a caring environment, 
allow ample spaces for learning, and 
promote a culture of communication. 
Lastly, to tie the home unto the 
healing there must be an ease of 
communication. 

Within the interior courtyard of the building three of the existing trees 
on-site were preserved, and determined the curvilinear nature of it. 
The landscaping was shaped around the trees, with some providing 
open areas for children to run and play, or intimate areas where adults 
can sit down, relax, and take some time to discharge, while other 
spaces were created for rest or observation where seating is provided 
to view the nature contained within the courtyard. Another element 
within the courtyard is a walkway on the second level for the residents. 
It provides the residents with the freedom to choose which way they 
desire to travel to and from the communal spaces.

The communal spaces of this project were all given an open floor plan to provide more connections for the residents. The overall 
communal space is meant to provide ample opportunities for the residents to connect with each other, as this is a vital aspect of their 
own personal healing process from the trauma they have experienced. This move also provides sight-lines to the children’s space 
located on the far end of the perspective. These sight-lines are essential for parents to observe and keep tabs on their children while 
they are in the kitchen, dining area, or living space. Communal Area

From the exterior the building is not meant to jump out as a monumental or flashy piece of architecture. It is instead meant to make 
itself know discreetly. Upon approach one doesn’t find the building to jump out, it manages to hide itself among the surrounding trees. 
One of the other crucial ways this building blends itself into its’ surroundings is by breaking up the masses with voids inbetween. It was 
necessary to make a subtle piece of architecture for this project in particular so the building does not act as a beacon for the victims 
abusers. Building Approach

Communal Level
Ground LevelSecond Level

Courtyard Curtain Wall Section

Courtyard Curtain Wall Seat

Interior CourtyardBlack Aluminum Flashing
Treated Pine Wood Panel

Flat Roof (Top to Bottom)
-  4” Washed Gravel
-  Waterproof Membrane
-  Vapor Barrier
-  3/4” OSB Sheathing
-  R-25 Batt Insulation w/ 2x4     	
    Battens @ 24” o.c.
-  6” 5-Ply CLT Panel

Douglas Fir Wood Infill Panel
Air Vent

Second Floor (Top to Bottom)
-  3/4” Wood Flooring
-  1/2“ Acoustic Matting
-  3/4” OSB Sheathing
-  3/4“ Acoustic Matting
-  3/4” OSB Sheathing
-  Acoustic Insulation w/ 2x4 Battens @ 24” o.c.
-  9” 7-Ply CLT Panel

Double Glazed Frosted Glass Panel

Double Glazed Glass Panel

5” x 2 1/2” Black Aluminum Mullion

6” Concrete Slab

Drainage Aggregate
16” x 8” Reinforced Concrete Footing

Drain

Three custom bench seats are connected to the courtyard 
curtain wall. These seats provide a unique space for children 
and adults to relax and read, or observe the interior or 
exterior spaces adjacent. There are operable windows to allow 
occupants freedom of control over their environment.


