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In my role as the pater familias of 
the College of Architecture, Planning 
and Design I have the opportunity 
to meet with alumni, friends, faculty, 
students, and prospective students 
on a regular basis. Evident in these 
exchanges of late is the continuing 
concern for the economy and its 
effect on the design professions. We 
are all familiar with the convulsions 
in the industry brought on by the 
restricted flow of capital, and the 
seesaw between public and private 
funding. As you might suspect, these 
carry over to the College as well. I 
am proud that our alumni and friends 
continue to support us through 
significant financial contributions, 
as well as giving their time to enrich 
the educational experience for our 
students, even as their resources are 
less fluid. 

In spite of the economy, we are 
fielding the same number of 
inquiries and superb applicants to 
our programs as in recent years. 
Prospective students and their 
parents often ask us about the 
prospects for future employment. 
We are able to point to many factors 
distinguishing us from other schools 
and programs of study:

We employ practice-based 
paradigms and we hold a stalwart 
belief that design matters most 

when it is actually made manifest, 
when it is occupied and a part of 
the social space of our towns and 
cities. Our graduates are prepared to, 
and do, make a difference through 
both traditional and non-traditional 
practice.

We emphasize the applied research 
aspect of our design education.  
To test concepts and create new 
innovations, one must apply 
knowledge and critically appraise 
the result. Few programs in higher 
education employ learning models 
that require students to not only 
grasp concepts, but grapple with 
their application. We do this daily 
in many contexts: studio, seminars, 
and service-learning. This provides 
our students with an inventive 
capacity that opens doors in many 
professional fields. Our alumni ranks 
are filled with developers, graphic 
designers, fabricators, contractors, 
public officials, authors, artists, 
bankers, and educators, to name but 
a few. This is a clear indication of the 
efficacy of our teaching model as a 
foundation for alternative careers. 

We place a premium on passion. 
The dedication of our students, 
faculty, staff, and alumni is obvious 
in the enthusiasm with which they 
apply themselves and in the quality 
of their productions.  The economy 

is constantly changing, and, as we 
have learned in recent years, no 
one can say with certainty what the 
market in a particular field will look 
like five years from now. We teach 
our students that their careers should 
be guided by passion for what they 
do and desire to make a positive 
impact on the world around them. By 
providing our students with a superior 
design education and a supportive 
environment in which they are free 
to forge their own meaningful paths, 
we give our students the tools to 
withstand any career difficulties they 
might face, economic or otherwise. 

Throughout this newsletter, we 
showcase examples of how our 
students, faculty and alumni are 
putting these concepts into practice. I 
invite you to refamiliarize yourself with 
the College and what it has to offer. 
I also extend my sincere gratitude 
to all in our College family for their 
continuing financial support, and 
for the innumerable ways they have 
given of their time and experience 
over the past year. 

I wish all of you a Happy, Prosperous, 
and Peaceful New Year,

A MESSAGE 
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One College student made history 
in March at the seventh annual 
Capitol Graduate Research 
Summit in Topeka, Kansas. Kala 
Ade, one of 10 K-State students 
to present their work, was the 
first K-State Architecture student 
invited to participate in the Summit. 
The Summit has traditionally 
included student work in the fields 
of medicine, engineering and 
agriculture, among other fields. The 
annual event gathers current research 
from graduate students at K-State, 
the University of Kansas, KU Medical 
Center and Wichita State University.

Ade’s work was the result of her 
participation in The Glasgow Studio, 
a fifth-year Architecture studio led 
by Professor Susanne Siepl-Coates 
and Alan Dunlop, the 2009-2010 
Victor L. Regnier Visiting Faculty 
Chair. The Glasgow Studio focused 
on the creation of a residential facility 
for young people with extreme 
sensory needs. The facility was to 
be housed in Glasgow, Scotland, 
on a site near Hazelwood School. 
Hazelwood, designed by Dunlop, 
is a school for children and young 
adults defined as “dual sensory 
impaired,” which means they have 
significantly impaired sight and 
hearing. Dual sensory impairment is 
often combined with other physical 
and cognitive impairments.

All of the students at Hazelwood 
require significant support to 
communicate and carry out their daily 
activities. The residential component 

would add to the services currently 
provided by the school. The primary 
purpose for the project was to 
create a place for recent Hazelwood 
graduates to live as independently 
as possible and preserve the social 
context they established during their 
time at Hazelwood. The facility would 
ensure a supportive, comfortable 
and safe environment to build on 
residents’ independent living skills.

Through an evidence-based design 
approach, students worked to 
understand and take into account 
the limitations and challenges that 
Hazelwood students face in the 
course of their lives and, focusing on 
the users’ needs, sought to determine 
how the built environment (including 
exterior spaces) could serve and 
support this population group.

Ade’s poster for the Summit, “The 
Significance of Outdoor Environments 
for Dual Sensory Impaired Persons,” 
presented a two-pronged approach 
consisting of a plant-and-light-filled 
conservatory and a riding center to 
provide hippotherapy, the use of the 
movement of a horse as a treatment 
strategy in physical, occupational and 
speech-language therapy sessions 
for people living with disabilities. The 
horse’s repetitive movement, similar 
to the human gait, has eased a wide 
range of disorders, from autism to 
speech impairments, according to the 
American Hippotherapy Association. 
The practice can improve muscle 
tone and balance as well as 
emotional well-being.

Kala Ade, M ARCH 2010, now 
works with GH2 Architects in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, focusing on equestrian 
architecture.

Examples of all of the studio 
participants’ work can be viewed 
at http://faculty.capd.ksu.edu/
scoates/2009/glasgowstudio/
theglasgowstudio/home.html.

Glasgow Studio raises profile of College

Top, The Glasgow Studio. From left to right: 
Sean Rigdon, Zach Wester, Andrew Barnes, 
Joshua Winter, Eric Heany, Victor L. Regnier 
Visiting Faculty Chair Alan Dunlop, James 
Rothfork, Maggie Gillam, Kyle West, Professor 
Susanne Siepl-Coates, Lizzie Lenz, Laura Her-
ron and Kala Ade.

Left: Professor Susanne Siepl-Coates, Eric 
Heany and Alan Dunlop. 

Right: Alan Dunlop.

Middle: Students engaged in a sensory impair-
ment simulation. At right is Gayle Doll, Director 
of the K-State Center on Aging.

Past and Present Regnier Visiting Faculty Chairs

STUDIO

2010–11 Helen and Hard, Norway
2009–10 Alan Dunlop, Scotland
2008–09 Alfred Jacoby, Germany
2007–08 Miguel Angel Roca, Argentina
2006–07 Mikko Heikkinen, Finland
2005–06 Alberto Campo Baeza, Spain
2004–05 Hiroshi Hara, Japan 

The Victor L. Regnier Visiting Faculty Chair was created to enrich the educational experience of architecture 
students at K-State by funding a distinguished visiting professional in the field of architecture. Preference is 
given to an internationally renowned, practicing professional from outside the United States. 

The Chair was established by Victor A. Regnier, Robert D. Regnier and Catherine M. Regnier, through the 
Victor and Helen Regnier Family Foundation of Leawood, Kansas. 

STUDIO
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IAPD Spring 2010 Furniture Show
Fifth-year Interior Architecture and Product Design students showed off their talents at the College’s Furniture Show.

Clockwise from top left: “Henny & Penny” chicken ottomons made by Sally Ebright, M IAR 2010; “Versa” by Ross Ulrich, M IAR 2010 (left) and “Con-
tour” by Patricia Pyra, M IAR 2010 (right); “Untitled” by Erin Fay, M IAR 2010 (foreground) and “Untitled” by Matt Johnson, M IAR 2010 (background); 
“Kansas City Skyline” by Janelle Heideman, M IAR 2010; black table with silver by Allison Gould, M IAR 2010. 
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THANK YOU
Thanks to the great support of the 
Founder’s Guild, the College has 
recently doubled its development 
efforts.  Joining Bruce Broce, 
Director of Development, is Ella 
Todd, a 2008 graduate of K-State’s 
College of Business Administration 
(Marketing). As a 2007 Udall Scholar, 
Ella minored in Leadership Studies 
and was heavily involved with the 
School’s building campaign. While 
an undergraduate, Ella worked in 
Sunset Zoo’s marketing/development 
office as the Marketing Assistant.  
She worked with the Zoo’s Friends 
organization to establish signature 
development events, such as Wine 
in the Wild, while building support 
for the Zoo’s Education Building 
campaign. Most recently, Ella 
served as the Director of the Kansas 
Mentors program – a statewide 
initiative championed by Coach Bill 
Snyder and focused on supporting 
mentoring infrastructure throughout 

Kansas. As Director, Ella was 
responsible for developing a network 
of over 200 local non-profits, as well 
as building relationships with key 
stakeholders including legislators, the 
Governor’s office, and Cabinet staff.  
 
Together, Bruce and Ella will continue 
to expand efforts to identify and 
steward resources in support of the 
College’s mission. A key element 
in their success is the active 
engagement of alumni throughout 
the nation. This expansion in staff 
will allow the College to significantly 
increase its reach to several key 
areas, including (but certainly not 
limited to): Chicago, Florida and the 
East Coast, as well as broadening 
support in local regions such 
as Wichita, Kansas City, Salina, 
Oklahoma and Texas.  We are excited 
to have Ella join the team and look 
forward to connecting with even 
more alumni and friends.

Ella Todd Joins K-State Foundation

DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT

The College’s Founders Guild is a 
network of individuals, foundations 
and firms that are deeply committed to 
substantially reinvigorating our Seaton 
home.

The support of the Founders Guild 
is crucial to transforming Seaton 
Hall into a 21st century learning 
and research facility that reflects a 
resounding belief in the enriching 
potency of design, a commitment to 
the stewardship of the environment, 
and a dedication to preserving the 
College’s historic heritage.

Over the last 12 months, support from 
the Founders Guild has allowed the 
College to:

•	 bolster development efforts by 
hiring an additional Development 
Officer;

•	 retool the College’s communication 
operations; and

•	 fund an Architecture studio that 
is exploring the future vision for 
Seaton Hall.

There are two levels within the 
Founders Guild: Capstone and 
Cornerstone. Capstone members 
pledge a minimum commitment of 
$25,000 over 5 years. Cornerstone 
members pledge a minimum of 
$10,000 over 5 years. 

CAPSTONE MEMBERS
BNIM 
Bowman Bowman Novick 
BRR Architecture 
DST Systems 
GLMV 
Howard & Helmer 
HTK Architects 
Law Kingdon Architecture 
Nelsen Partners 
Populous 
V&H Regnier Charitable Foundation
TK Architects 
360 Architecture 
WDM Architects 

CORNERSTONE MEMBERS
DLR Group
Helix Architecture + Design 

Founders Guild

We would like to thank the 
following generous donors for 
supporting the educational efforts 
of the College of Architecture, 
Planning & Design from July 1, 
2009 through June 30, 2010:

$5,000 - $49,999
360 Architecture
Craig Bishop
Teri Bishop
Keith and Emily Blackburn
Bowman Bowman Novick Inc
Brent Bowman and Lorie Doolittle 
Bowman
BRR Architecture
Carma Colorado Inc
Mark and Kathy Franzen
GLMV Architecture
Hall Family Foundation
Ray and Jan Hill
HNTB Corporation
Howard & Helmer Architects PA
Ted and Sue Knapp
Don and Laurel McKahan
Brad and Amanda Nelsen
Populous Group LLC
Don and Barb Pruitt
Cathy Regnier
Bob and Ann Regnier
Victor Regnier and Judith Gonda
WDM Architects
William T Kemper Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999
Berkebile Nelson Immenschuh 
McDowell Arc
Jim and Maggie Calcara
Casey and Barb Cassias
Clark Condon and Associates
Clayco
Davidson Brown LLC

John and Deidre Davidson
Forum Studio
Cleve Humbert
Larry King
Charles and Mary Linn
Marvin and Mary Manlove
Carroll Morgenson
Steve and Sylvia Murphy
John and Kristin Norris
Schowalter Villa
Scott and Margie Slagle
Charles and Denise Smith
The Norris Design Company
Michelle Wempe
Kay and John Wilson

$1,000 - $2,499
Abbott Fund
Andy Anderson
Architectural Design Guild
Marti and Larry Bartelt
Kenneth and Lynn Bochantin
Lynne Bryant
Burns & McDonnell Foundation
C T Chang & Associates Inc
Chung-Tsiang and Betty Chang
Robert Coffey and Julia Palmer
Marianne Dubois
Terrence and Peggy Dunn
El Dorado Inc
Michael and Mary Lou Fickel
Barry Greenberg and Deni 
Eyerman
Dave and Diane Grubbs
Helix Architects
David and Vicki Heyne
Thomas and Lydia Hoelle
Joel and Michelle Jacobsen
JE Dunn Construction Group Inc
Mike and Gloria Konold
Dennis and Linda Law
Peter and Csilla Magyar

Rick and Renay Martin
Paul and Sherry Novick
Mary and Paul Oberlin
Obrienatkins
PBA Architects PA
Prairie Gateway Chapter of ASLA
Dennis and Donna Schmidt
Gary and Sherry Schmitz
Ted and Jill Spaid
SWT Design Inc
Michael and Michele Traeger
Tom and Suzanne Tyler
Dave and Betsy Weigel
Edith Weis
James and Thomasina Wigfall
La Barbara Wigfall

$500 - $999
Anthony H Visco Jr Architects
Benjamin and Darla Barnert
Leland and Beth Blackledge
Bill and Linda Boice
David Carr and Sabrina Pratt
Henry and Paula Chu
Sandy and Pam Cohn
Dick and Jeanne Earle
David and Jill Esau
Rodney Harms and Stephanie 
Rolley
David and Sara Roesler
Rogers Lovelock & Fritz Inc
Frances and Ronald Ruh
David and Eileen Simmons
Marvin Snyder
Keith Springer
Keith Taylor and Kathleen Harvey
Julia Traster
Anthony Visco
Wareham Opera House
David and Mindy Weaver
John and Bette Wisniewski

$499 and under
Katherine and Frederick Aalto
Yuni and Richard Aaron
Del and Peggy Acker
James Adams
Greg Allen and Martina Bulk
Louis and Judith Alley
Steven and Sue Allison
Jennifer and Jeff Andersen
Barbara Anderson and Gregory 
Fitch
Lauren Anderson
Riley Anderson
Lynn and Sally Anduss
David and Annette Arbogast
Ronald and Lois Arioli
Jeffrey and Katy Armstead
Linda and Laurence Arnold
Andrea Arnoldi
Robert and Marilyn Arnone
Heidi Aschenbrenner and Jason 
Zufall
Farhad and Sarzaneh Atash
Wade and Rebecca Bacon
Jim and Jo Anne Balderson
Marion and Diane Bamman
Barb Harris Design
Ben and Mary Louise Barber
Otho and Verda Barnes
Bruce and Joan Beahm
Allison Beardmore
Ruth Beckwith
Jana and Thomas Beery
Douglas and Reachel Beichley
Daniel Belcher and Amy Hardin
Denise Beneke
Larry Berlin
Mark and Vicki Bichel
Brad and Patti Biddle
Kenneth and Sherril Bieberly
Peter and Carolyn Biegel
Michael and Jean Black

Michael Blankenship and Mary 
Blakenship
Deborah and Dennis Blick
Blitz Architectural Group PC
Ivan and Marcia Blitz
James and Jo Blochberger
Jarrett and Barbara Bly
Brenda and Mike Boatwright
Martha and David Boes
Troy and Gretchen Bolander
Kenneth and Brooke Boone
Carolyn Boos
LeRoy and Joanna Bosko
Doug and Karen Boyd
Larry and Dianne Brandhorst
Jim and Pegge Breneman
Elizabeth Brett
Larry and Mary Briggs
Bruce and Becky Broce
Jason Brody
Dea and Edwin Brokesh
Tom and Eileen Brooks-Pilling
Pat and Jo Ann Brown
Linda and Matt Brown
Cindy and Chuck Browne
Pam Bruce
Joseph Bruno
Kyle and Michelle Bruns
Bryan Keys & Associates PC
David Bulte
Tom and Debra Burdett
Lynn and Betty Burke
Norman and Elizabeth Byar
Matt and Gerie Byrum
Patrick Caldwell and Mary Myers
Peter and Kristin Callahan
Dave and Sonja Campbell
Joan and David Cannon
Jeremy and Anna Lee Carlisle
Kent and Joy Carmichael
Randy and Jennifer Carns
Steve and Nancy Carr
Daryl and Patty Carter

Steve and Jennifer Casey
Dave Casselman and Mary Jecha-
Casselman
Joseph Catanzaro
Burnie and Charlotte Cavender
Matt and Julie Cawby
David and Sue Chael
Chip and Susan Chambers
Jonathan and Janet Childers
Daren Ciempa
Nathan and Jennifer Clair
Brad and Denise Clark
Thomas and Debby Clark
Tim and Lorna Clark
Robert and Rebecca Claybaugh
Cathrine Cleavinger and Graham 
Mendel
Kay and Nancy Cleavinger
Lorn Clement and Lynn Ewanow
Keith Cobb
Robert and Janet Cochran
Harry Cole
Jordan and Tiffany Collins
Robert Condia and Wendy Ornelas
David and Cynthia Conner
Tim and Sandra Conner
Matthew and Jacklyn Connolly
Marc and Kathryn Connor
ConocoPhillips
Gary and Laura Conrad
Charles and Louise Coon
Lisa Coon
David and Kara Cooper
Elizabeth Cordes
Kenton and Gloria Cox
Kris and Lisa Coyan
Crafted Architecture LLC
Carol and Richard Crane
Daniel and Sara Crouch
Geoff and Amy Crowley
Dana and JoLeen Cunningham
Jeff and Dena Cutberth
Lorraine Cutler

Ted and Christine Czyzewski
Aaron and Leslie Daily
Rich and Rochelle Dale
Bryan Darrah and Julie Bell
Ashok and Priyam Das
David Conner & Associates Inc
Richard and Kimberly Davidson
Steven Davidson and Jane Faubion
Eric and Amy Davis
Jeff Davis
Karen and David Davis
Steven and Kim Daylor
Angela deBoer
Mike and Krista Decker
Chris and Jennifer DeGuentz
Bruce and Kathryn Dell
Gregory and Martha DeMond
Ronald and Joanne Denton
John and Janice Devaney
Brian Diederich
Kevin Dietrich and Susan Ponczak
Dale and Cokie Diggs
Russell and Anita Dille
Denise DiPiazzo
Dan and Leeann Dokken
Todd and Kristen Donze
Cale and Jacque Doornbos
Brian Dostal
Mimi Doukas and Darci Rudzinski
Steven and Paulette Dove
Kenneth and Shirley Dreyer
Dennis and Alta Drumm
Martin and Twyla Dubois
Michael and Cherie Dudek
Douglas and Rose Dulac
David and Deborah Dumey
Aaron and Jaime Duncan
Dungan Design Group LLC
John and Stacey Dungan
Dwayne Rumsey AIA Architects
Jane and Bruce Earnhart
Ralph and Betty Eaton
Megan Ebert

John Eck and Regina Nouhan
George and Marlene Eib
Karen and Jason Eichenberger
David and Mary Eichman
Robert and Jane Ekblad
Jeff and Becky Ellison
Michael and Janice Elmore
Emig and Associates Architects
Dave and Marsha Emig
B Emmons
Gene Ernst
David Esis
Owen and Inge Estes
Seth and Grace Evans
Russ Ewy
Jerry and Carol Exline
Scott and Sheri Fairbairn
Catherine Fairlie
Dan Fankhauser
Faris Planning & Design LLC
Todd and Mary Faris
Mike Fasulo
Toby and Stephanie Fauver
Jim Favier
Don Ferguson
Jose Ferreira
Jim and Jean Fetterman
Ann and William Feyerharm
Christopher Filla
Linda and Richard Finger
Ronald Finney
Fisher Koppenhafer Inc
Stacey Fithian
William and Louise Fix
Lynn and Goldie Fleury
Cindy and Philip Flinchum
Dan and Irene Flippen
Michael Florell
Douglas and Darline Foelsch
Kent and Kathy Foster
Framework Design Inc
Paul and Rachel Freeland
Kara Frets

To learn more about the efforts of the Founders Guild and how you, your firm or foundation can become involved, 
please contact Bruce Broce at bruceb@k-state.edu or 785-532-7510. If you would like to be visited by Bruce, Ella 
or Dean de Noble to discuss developments in the College, philanthropic initiatives, or how you can become more 
engaged in the College, please contact us: Bruce Broce:  bruceb@found.ksu.edu  //  Ella Todd:  ellat@found.ksu.edu 9
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DEVELOPMENT DEVELOPMENT

THANK YOU
Sam and Barbara Frey
Jack Fries
Jacob Friesen
Jody Fronce
Ryan and Sarah Fronick
Donna Fullmer
Bekki Gabehart and Robert Sims
Joe and Ann Gabica
Don and Fay Gadbery
Michael and Ellen Galloway
Del and Maxine Ganske
Gilbert Garcia and Danielle Devlin-
Garcia
Thomas Gardner
Chuck and Sharee Geiger
Mark and Millicent Gelsinger
Robert and Karla Genter
Dan and Elena Gibson
Michael and Darlene Gibson
Jeff and Lynn Gillam
Pamela and John Gilpin
Richard Gnat
Vicky Gobberdiel and Anthony 
Petzoldt
Donald and Kathleen Goedeker
Shannon and Rita Gordon
Andrew Gorham
Tom and Diane Gossen
Chris and Tippi Graham
Gregory and Kelly Green
Barry and Sandra Greis
Rohn and Michele Grotenhuis
Julio Guerrero
Bob and Tami Gustafson
Robert Habiger and Lynn Doxon
Owen and Rose Mary Hackett
Harvey and Eileen Hahn
Howard and Sherry Hahn
James and Linda Hailey
Kevin and Patrice Halbach
Brandi Hall
Linda Hall
Gary and Vicki Haller
Hallmark Corporate Foundation
Ryan and Amanda Halterman
Marguerite and Harold Hamburg
Stuart and Stephanie Hamilton
Michael and Tamara Hampton
Inga and Mark Hanks
Stanley and Mary Hansen
Curtis and Margaret Hapgood
Sammy and Jacquie Harding
Harriman Associates Architects
Pat and Janel Harriman
Barbara and Roger Harris
Mike Harris
Leon and Carol Hartman
Bob and Gina Hartnett
Chris and Susan Hasek
Greg and Vicky Hasselwander
Allan and Ethel Hastings
Tobias and Tessa Hathorn
Kristie and Joe Hatley
Rick and Sarah Hauber
Brad and Heather Hauschild
Brian and Diane Hayes
Jon and Rebecca Hayes
Palmer and Lydia Haynes
Jeff Head
William and Connie Hecht
Karl and Tamiko Heitman
Jon Helmer
Ken and Melinda Helmer
Fred and Judith Henley
Troy and Jamie Henningson
Adam Herbig
Robert and Cheryl Herman
Don and Carol Herold
Keith and Jennifer Herren
Maynard and Rebecca Herron

Dustin and Jessa Herrs
Jake Hessman
Michael and Elizabeth Heule
Ray and Jan Hill
Steve and Leah Hill
Robert and Brianne Hillman
Wyatt and Mary Hoch
Brian and Anne Hochstein
Jeffrey Hodgson and Paul 
Deslandes
Marsha Hoffman
Linda Hoffmann
Aaron and Lara Hoffmans
Steve and Lynn Hollander
Thomas and Cindy Hollinberger
Stephen and Mary Holloway
Norris Holstrom
George and Carolyn Holton
Bob Holtzmann
Jack and Frances Hood
Kirk and Kelly Horner
Joel and Stephanie Hornickel
Joseph and Corinne Horvath
David and Ruth Houser
Jesse and Bonnie Houston
Nathan and Jenny Howe
Ken and Nancy Howell
Erin Hower
Thea and David Hromadka
Ronald and Linda Hughbanks
Paul and Janet Hunsicker
Bradley and Linda Hutton
I Design & Associates Inc
IBM International Foundation
Icon Landscape Architecture LLC
Laura Indihar
Peggy Ives
Steve and Tracy Ivy
Gary Jacobs
Todd Jacobs
Jason and Nicole Jaggi
Charles and Robin James
Gerald and Janice Jamriska
David Jann
Clemente Jaquez-Herrera
Sonia Jarboe
Gary Jarvis
Eric and Josie Jay
Edward Jenkins and Bob Jundelin
Matt and Amy Jennings
Maxwell and Ruth Jewell
Yanmin Ji and Hui Zhu
Addie Johnson
Larry and Brenda Johnson
Lynn and Susan Johnson
Michael Johnson
Randall and Susan Johnson
Ron and Robyn Johnson
Jones Gillam Renz
Brian and Patience Jones
Jack and Margaret Jones
Jerry and Lisa Jones
Russell and Jackie Jones
William Jontz
Randall Joslyn
Ken and Maureen Kallenbach
Curt and Janice Katterhenry
Mark and Kerrie Keane
Corbin Keech
Kenneth and Charlene Keith
Al and Mary Keithley
John and Kathy Keller
Steve Kelly
Ryan and Erin Kendrick
Abigail Kennedy
Kelsey Kern
Shelli Kerr
Bryan and Linda Keys
Eric and Barbara King
Kim Kiser and Janis Muhlenbruch-

Kiser
Rick and Debbie Kittelson
Karen Klein
Lance and Melanie Klein
Ed and Susan Klock
Erin Knoettgen-Nap and John Nap
Knudsen Construction
Timothy Knudsen and Susan Smith
David Koe and Lisa Jesik
Steven and Joan Koehler
Emily and Kris Koenig
Michael Koppenhafer
Mark and Venita Koukol
Jessica Kramer and David Hansen
Richard and DaVonna Kraybill
Karl and Jean Kreeger
Kenneth and Millie Krna
Darrin Krumpus
Thomas Kuehling
Ryan and Kelly Kurlbaum
Matthew La Breche
Gary and Meredith La Shell
Steven and Mary Elizabeth Lackey
Laffoon Associates
John Laffoon
Marc Lahr
Yiu and Alice Lam
Laura Landis
Rhonda Lanier
Susan and Kenny Lannou
Larry S Shankweiler Architecture & 
Planning PA
Kelly Larson
Roger and Chris Larson
Gregory and Stacie Last
Jim and Karen Latimer
Brian Lefholz
Kristi and Matt Lehmann
Dean and Michelle LeManske
Christine and Robert Leonard
Tino and Liz Leone
Gordon and Susette Lewis
James and Karen Lewis
Bob and Melissa Lienemann
Bob Lindeblad
Richard Lippincott
Dustin Littrell
David and Peg Livingood
Bill and Sandi Livingston
Chet and Robbie Lockard
Paul and Joetta Lodholz
Craig and Holly Lofton
Matthew Lohmann
Bill Loyd
Christopher and Karen Ludwig
Martin and Denise Maddox
David and Kathy Magargal
Ginny and Ken Mahood
Lyle Maninger
Carl Manka
Randy and Kemlyn Mardis
Charles Marshall
James and Eileen Marshall
Paul and Audie Marti
Bee Martin
Matt and Rhonda Masilionis
Brad and Tiffany Massey
Austin and Kristin Massoth
Art Matia
Betty and Troy Mattingly
Stan and Peggy McAdoo
William and Jeanell McCarthy
Mary and Michael McCawley
Jenny and Sean McClenaghan
Richard and Mindy McDermott
Hal and Nancy McDonald
Ann and Mike McGlone
Stephen and Karen McGuire
Larry and Patricia McKenna
Edward and Judy McMilin

Bruce McMillan
William and Keely McNeely
Douglas and Joline McQuillan
Melody and Austin Meek
Andrew Meessmann
Timothy Merklein
Dave and Roberta Mertz
Dale and Marilyn Meyer
Jennifer and Jeremy Meyer
Troy and Kelly Meyers
Clifford and Lisbeth Middleton
Frank Miller
Gregory Miller and Susan Boase
Jesse Miller
Kelly and Laura Miller
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Orvieto program results in real  
clients for students
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Professors of Architecture Don 
Watts and Carol Martin Watts led 
the fifth year of the study abroad 
program in Orvieto, Italy in Spring 
semester 2010. Twenty-one students 
took Italian lessons and a course 
on Italian art history from Italian 
instructors. Don and Carol jointly 
taught design studio and individual 
seminars. Field trips were led by 
Don, Carol and Marco Ceccarani, an 
expert in medieval and Renaissance 
Italian civilization and literature.

There were three studio projects for 
the semester. In the first, five teams, 
each exploring a section of the city, 
produced an annotated map and led 
the rest of the class on a guided tour. 
The second and longest project had 
a real client: an Italian couple who 
own property in the countryside near 
Orvieto. They wanted suggestions for 
how to convert a ruin into apartments 
or a bed and breakfast. The students 
visited the site, interacted with the 
clients and learned to use the metric 
system and local building materials. 
The final project used a site adjacent 
to the Centro Studi (study center) 
where classes were held. They 

redesigned a public open area to 
connect the edge of the town with 
the Piazza del Duomo, the major 
open space around the cathedral.

As an outgrowth of the spring 
semester, Don Watts’ fifth-year 
architecture graduate studio is 
spending this academic year 
redesigning the study center of 
Orvieto. Since 2002, the town 
of Orvieto has been gradually 
transforming their former hospital 
into an international educational 
institute. Located on the Piazza del 
Duomo, this site served religious 
pilgrims to Orvieto since medieval 
times. The former hospital contains 
fragments of building that have 
accrued over centuries. The studio 
is developing design proposals in 
response to both the expressed 
development goals of the Orvieto’s 
Centro Studi and also the more 
deeply embedded physical and 
social heritage of the project 
environment.

Look for coverage of the upcoming 
20th Anniversary of the College’s Santa 
Chiara Study Abroad Program in the next 
newsletter.

This page: Arrival group photo on the steps 
of the Duomo. From left to right, front row: 
Christopher Billo, Conner McGowan, Whitley 
Fields, Professor Carol Martin Watts, Sarah 
Pink, Rebecca Ingram, Carrie Wilbert. Second 
row: Brooke Swercinski, Paul Megli, Alexandra 
Miller, Nicole Hoffarth, Adriana Perrone, Alyssa 
Debrie. Third row: Lydia Palma, Associate Dean 
Lynn Ewanow, Renee Vos, Margaret Waltz, 
Dustin Jennings, Paul Michaels. Back row: 
Charles McDowell, Maxie Hinkle, Laura Wilson, 
Professor Donald Watts.

Opposite page, top: Studio model.  

Opposite page, bottom left: Overview of 
Orvieto from top of a medieval tower. From left 
to right: Derek Bestor, Associate Dean Lynn 
Ewanow, Alyssa Debrie, Carrie Wilbert, Rebecca 
Ingram, Adriana Perrone, Sarah Pink, Brooke 
Swercinski, Dustin Jennings (back row), Conner 
McGowan, Maxie Hinkle.

Opposite page, bottom right: Brooke Swercinski 
drawing in studio.
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Down To The Last Drop:  
Rainwater Harvesting In India
By Jessica Canfield, Assistant Professor, 
Landscape Architecture/Regional and Community Planning

ABSTRACT 
Only recently has rainwater harvesting begun to gain 
momentum as a viable, sustainable practice within 
the United States.  However, in India, where economic 
resources are limited and where the health and survival 
of the population ultimately depend on rainwater from 
seasonal monsoons, citizens have been harvesting rain 
since antiquity.  Harvesting is now prevalent at all scales, 
from rural villages to urban households; citizens use a 
multitude of techniques to capture and store rainwater 
and recharge groundwater. 

Rainwater-harvesting systems are extremely effective 
environmentally, though to remain socially and 
culturally sustainable, they must foster opportunities 
for environmental education, social engagement, and 
cultural pride too.  Thus, the design of contemporary 
rainwater-harvesting systems worldwide can use 
examples in India that transcend mere infrastructure 
to engage the community.  This paper synthesizes 
first hand field research, personal interviews, detailed 
diagrams, and photographs of various examples across 
India to show how these systems can infuse amenity 
within infrastructure, blending art with science to ensure 
rainwater-harvesting practices remain successful, resilient, 
and continually adaptable to ecological needs and human 
desires. 

1 INTRODUCTION 
As a necessary means for survival, rainwater harvesting 
in India has been practiced for centuries.  Attuned to local 
climatic conditions and functional needs, citizens have 
developed many regionally specific ways to capture and 
store rainwater, and recharge groundwater, especially in 
rural areas.  However, partly because of rapid urbanization 
and the widespread reliance on groundwater from bore-
wells, many traditional rainwater-harvesting systems are 
no longer used and have fallen into disrepair.  Yet in Tamil 
Nadu, the first Indian state to mandate universal rainwater 
harvesting, citizens have not only begun to revive lost 
traditions but have developed many contemporary 
strategies to better suit present day urban society.  
Though incredibly effective environmentally, contemporary 
urban practices, however, have yet to fully resonate 
socially or culturally within modern Indian society.  In 
rural areas, however, rainwater-harvesting systems have 
transcended mere infrastructure to encompass social and 
cultural benefits as well.   

2 BACKGROUND 
Like many cities throughout India, Chennai, faces 
particularly difficult climatic conditions: flooding during 
monsoon season and drought during the summer months.  

Located along the Bay of Bengal in Tamil Nadu, nearly 
60% of Chennai’s 1300 mm of annual rainfall is lost as 
it flows into storm drains and sewers, running to the sea 
(Raghavan, 2008).  The city, however, is not rain starved; 
that is, it receives enough annual rainfall to supply its 
metropolitan needs.  At times, it can become water 
starved, meaning it does not have enough accessible 
supply to fulfill basic needs.  Home to upwards of 7 million 
people, the city has often faced severe water shortages, 
especially in years of drought, given the population’s 
increasing demands and the ever-diminishing freshwater 
supply.

Many citizens of Chennai rely on local open-wells, or 
deeply dug bore-wells, for their personal water supply; 
that is, they directly tap groundwater resources.1  Before 
the mid 1990s, the groundwater in Chennai was high 
quality and seemingly plentiful, thus leading farmers, 
citizens, and industries to extract too much.  By 2000, 
groundwater was being extracted faster than it could 
be recharged naturally.  In many areas, the water table 
dropped to levels below the reach of wells, and because 
Chennai is a coastal city, saltwater intrusion caused much 
well water to become saline and largely unsuitable for 
household use.  Ultimately, the over pumping, coupled 
with years of extreme drought and the destruction of most 
natural water bodies, left Chennai paralyzed by dramatic 
water shortages.  Open-wells ran dry, groundwater water 
quality was poor, and the municipal supply was at an 
all-time low.  These events served as a catalyst for India’s 
first statewide rainwater harvesting law. 

In 2002, the Tamil Nadu government enacted a rainwater 
harvesting law, requiring rainwater harvesting systems 
for all existing and proposed structures across the entire 
state.  While architects, plumbers, and engineers were 
at the forefront of designing and implementing micro-
scale urban systems, engineers, academics, and various 
private donors collaborated on the design, funding, and 
implementation of larger, macro-scale systems in rural 
areas.  Mandatory retrofitting ended just short of a year 
after the law was enacted, but all new construction must 
still, by law, incorporate rainwater harvesting.

 
1 An open-well refers to an excavated chamber, dug deep enough into 
the ground that it reaches the water table.  If the soil is clayey or sandy, 
the sides of the chamber are reinforced with bricks, masonry, or pre-cast 
concrete rings to keep the well from collapsing.  The chamber is generally 
circular with a diameter of 1-4m in urban areas and is rarely deeper than 
15m (Ragade 2005).
A bore-well is a small-diameter hole, 100-250mm.  Drilled generally much 
deeper into the soil than the open-well, it can tap multiple layers of under-
ground water.  The holes are often lined with PVC pipe to prevent collapse 
(Ragade 2005).

3 METHODS 
To examine the severity of water shortages and how 
rainwater-harvesting systems are designed and 
implemented across Tamil Nadu, field study was essential.  
Most of the research for this paper came from a synthesis 
of direct observations, personal interviews, and data 
collected from documented case studies.  For two weeks, 
the author was in India meeting with local rainwater 
harvesting experts, citizens, scholars, scientists, and 
government officials, asking about local challenges and 
benefits of rainwater harvesting, as well as examining 
social and cultural associations with the practice.  Working 
alongside Dr. Sekhar Raghavan, the director of Chennai’s 
Akash Ganga Rain Centre, the author saw many examples 
of rural and urban systems, documenting in conceptual 
diagrams, measured drawings, and photographs.  

4 FINDINGS 
This field study strongly confirmed the overall importance 
and pervasiveness of rainwater harvesting in India. To 
understand how these practices might begin to influence 
other cases, it is important to illuminate the simplicity 
of the rainwater harvesting process, the social and 
cultural influences on the process, as well as the need to 
increase awareness of water scarcity and environmental 
stewardship.

4.1 Process of Rainwater Harvesting 
Regardless of size and form, all rainwater-harvesting 
systems function to capture, convey, and store collected 
rainwater.  Catchment occurs where rainfall lands, whether 
onto impervious surfaces such as rooftops or pervious 
surfaces such as agricultural fields.  The process of 
conveyance involves directing the catchment, typically 
through pipes or channels, into storage structures.  Water 
for immediate use is stored in either constructed or natural 
structures like tanks, open wells, reservoirs, lakes, or 
lagoons.  Water for later use is recharged into the soil, 
in essence, stored in aquifers.  Although the process of 
rainwater harvesting may seem complex, according to Dr. 
Sekhar Raghavan, “It is a simple solution to a complicated 
problem” (Raghavan, 2008).

Whether water is stored or recharged largely depends 

on rainfall patterns, soil composition, physical space 
constraints, land uses, and user needs.  In rural areas, 
villagers most commonly capture and store rainwater 
in large surface tanks, keeping it readily available for 
irrigation, livestock, and household needs.  In urban 
areas where space is extremely limited, surface storage 
is not practical, so rainwater is predominantly recharged 
to replenish wells.  That is, surface runoff is collected in 
trench drains or percolation pits and directed into the 
soil through deeply drilled recharge shafts.  Effectively 
simulating natural percolation, recharge not only allows 
aquifers to be replenished but helps mitigate urban 
flooding during the monsoon season as well.  

Traditionally, villagers used two main types of open-air 
storage basins:  the ery, an earthen basin, for livestock 
and irrigation supply, and the oorani, a masonry basin, 
used for drinking supply and household needs (see 
Figures 1, 2).2  Urban residents depended primarily on 
masonry tanks known as temple tanks for their water 
supply (see Figure 3).3  The gradual decline of these 
traditional systems are, in part, due to haphazard 
urbanization, a lack of appropriated funding, and the 
widespread use of the bore-well, which shifted reliance 
to groundwater instead of surface water.  Though most 
of these traditional systems stand as mere relics within 
contemporary India, considerable effort focuses on 
reviving these lost traditions, tailoring them to be more 
suitable for present day culture. 

2 The ery system, which dates back to the second century AD, is a network 
of water bodies, also referred to as a ‘chain of tanks.’  Capitalizing on topo-
graphic low points, farmers added earthen berms around the perimeter of 
catchment fields.  Channels were then dug to connect multiple erys into 
an overall system which was then fed either by local rivers or by monsoon 
rains.  
The oorani is a rain-fed surface tank.  Traditionally, each village commonly 
had three ponds: one for washing, one for cattle, and one for drinking 
(the oorani).  For centuries ooranis were crucial to the survival of villagers.  
Contemporary ooranis are square or rectangular masonry basins, typically 
4 to 6m deep, with sloped sides and a perimeter wall around the top to 
keep livestock out.
3 The temple tank, a traditional urban rainwater harvesting structure, it was 
designed to capture and store rainwater for recharge.  Dating back cen-
turies, these in ground, open-air, rectangular basins can range from .2 to 
3 hectares in surface area, 3-6m deep.  Throughout Chennai, every city 
neighborhood and village had at least one, and in fact, many had several 
(Dr. Raghavan 2008).

Figure 1:  Contemporary oorani in Tamil Nadu Figure 2:  Traditional ery in Tamil Nadu
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4.2 Social and Cultural Influences on  
Rainwater Harvesting 
One of the most significant distinctions between rural 
and urban rainwater harvesting are the social and cultural 
underpinnings of the practice.   In rural areas, rainwater 
harvesting is implicitly a communal act.  Structures are 
understood to be community infrastructure and the 
capture, storage, and transport of rainwater is a social 
act.  In villages with a central water source, residents 
congregate, waiting for their turn to draw water into their 
household buckets.  A task predominately undertaken 
daily by village women and children, this act of water 
gathering fosters community interaction (see Figures 
4,5).  For many villagers, their livelihood necessarily 
depends on harvested rains, and thus they have a vested 
interest in the functionality of these structures.   This 
direct connection helps encourage greater care for and 
awareness of water quality and water conservation, 
because residents can visually and physically connect 
with their water supply.  

In contrast, the practice of rainwater harvesting in urban 
areas is taken for granted. For urban residents, unlike 
for villagers, rainwater harvesting is a learned practice, 
not an ingrained means of survival.  Because rainwater 
in urban areas is usually used to recharge aquifers, not 
stored, captured rains flow efficiently into trenches, 
percolation pits, and wells without human intervention, 
out of sight and out of mind, leaving few opportunities 
for social engagement and cultural pride (see Figures 
6,7).   This physical and visual disconnect has left many 
urban residents unaware of the processes and benefits of 
rainwater harvesting.  Residents are, thus, not engaged 
with the source of their water supply. 

This lack of social and cultural connection to rainwater 
harvesting in urban areas has not always been the case, 
however.  Temple tanks, once highly revered open-air 
water basins, provided urban residents amenity and 
recharged the groundwater. Typically located near the 
main entrance of a temple, the temple tank, when full, was 
a peaceful, pleasing body of water.  Stone steps lined the 
basin’s inner perimeter, cascading down to water level, 
providing a place for citizens to gather and be cooled 
by surface breezes.  Here one could come to socialize, 
to relax, or even watch a local performance or festival.   
However, subjected to informal urban development and 
illegal dumping, most of these once celebrated cultural 
features have fallen into great disrepair, no longer a focus 
of community pride.   

4.3 Awareness of Rainwater Harvesting 
According to Dr. Raghavan, in urban areas “The real 
importance of rainwater harvesting has not been 
fully realized by the general public. Though they are 
aware of what rainwater harvesting is all about, there 
is no sense of pride in them” (Raghavan 2008).  More 
understanding and knowledge about the water supply 
is crucial in building environmental awareness and 
fostering concern about rainwater harvesting.  

The biggest obstacles for rainwater harvesting in urban 
areas are apathy and social stigma. Urban residents 
often believe, incorrectly, that rainwater harvesting is 
a practice only for the less fortunate.  Santha Sheela 
Nair, the Secretary of New Delhi’s Department of 
Drinking Water Supply, strongly believes rainwater 
harvesting must be a collaborative community practice: 
“it should not be seen as something only poor people 
need to do,” but instead, as something everyone 
does (Nair, 2008).  Dr. Raghavan explains the issue in 
more detail: the “educated urban elite always look for 
complex solutions even for simple problems. Rainwater 
harvesting, being a simple solution for a complex 
problem, does not seem to be attractive for them” 
(Raghavan, 2008).  Given this situation, education and 
awareness about rainwater harvesting will be crucial 
to maintaining an understanding of the necessity and 
value of rainwater harvesting, especially in urban areas.  

In 2002, Chennai opened the privately funded 
Akash Ganga Trust Rain Centre.  This resource and 
demonstration center was the first in the country.  
Inaugurated by then Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu and 
headed by Dr. Sekhar Raghavan, the center’s mission 
is to provide citizens with information and assistance in 
harvesting rainwater.  Through display panels, working 
models, videos, and a library full of implementation 
handouts, the center seeks to make everyone aware of 
rainwater harvesting-from school children, to college 
students, architects, engineers, plumbers, city officials, 
and anyone else interested in learning.  Seeing the 
success of Chennai’s rain center, several other have 
opened across India, but as Dr. Raghavan states, “rain 
centers are only one solution.”

Another avenue for fostering cultural awareness about 
rainwater harvesting is environmental education, 
which is now appearing in primary school curricula 
across the country. Children are becoming acutely 
aware of the environmental problems facing India.  
The Shri Ram primary school, for example, begins 
its environmental education program for children at 
age four.  The headmaster, Mrs. Madhu Bhatnagar, 
believes that “You can’t just say change, you 
have to show how to change.” Therefore, she has 
incorporated environmental stewardship into the 
curriculum.  “Enlightening the students about the living 
world around them is just the first step,” she states. 
“Showing them how environmental stewardship is 
implemented is invaluable” (Bhatnagar 2008).

Gradually, cultural ignorance and social 
misconceptions about rainwater harvesting are 
changing.  In part because of Tamil Nadu’s rainwater 
harvesting law, awareness campaigns, such as 

Figure 3:  Traditional Temple Tank in Tamil Nadu. 

Figure 4:  Village Well in Tamil Nadu     

Figure 5:  Village Pump in Tamil Nadu 
Image by Suzanne Ernst 

Figure 6:  Urban Rainwater Tanks. 

Figure 7:  Urban Percolation Pit 
Image by Suzanne Ernst 
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that provided by the Rain Centre, and environmental 
education, such as that provided by the Shri Ram school, 
residents are more willingly taking part in rainwater 
harvesting.  

Now, as rainwater harvesting systems become more 
widespread throughout the United States, Chennai’s 
successes and struggles can serve as precedent.  Though 
it is important to have contextually based systems, 
functionality alone is not enough to sustain the practice.  
To promote a greater awareness and care for water 
conservation, systems should be designed to resonate 
socially and culturally, providing physical structures that 
can support amenity and recreation as well.  

5  CONCLUSION 
Undoubtedly we need rainwater-harvesting systems for 
their ecological value: to mitigate hazards of flooding or 
drought, to regulate climate conditions and water supply, 
to filter pollutants, and to cleanse the water. However, 
we also need rainwater-harvesting systems for their 
human value: to meet aesthetic needs, affording visually 
stimulating and engaging spaces; to fulfill social needs, 
providing areas to gather or retreat; and to expand 
cultural perceptions, creating significant or meaningful 
experiences that foster a better understanding of and care 
for the environment.  Thus, for the practice of rainwater 
harvesting to become a resilient, widely accepted 
sustainable practice, it must become culturally relevant.   

The technology of rainwater harvesting is not new, 
nor does it need to be reinvented. However, culture 
and society should be acknowledged as we re-design 
rainwater harvesting systems to make them more 
appealing, giving users a greater sense of pride and 
encouraging their use.  In rural areas, community 
participation is essential to the success of rainwater 
harvesting systems. Increasing public participation and 
bringing community members together could allow 
rainwater harvesting in urban areas to simultaneously 
serve as a celebrated practice as well as an amenity 
for families, households, or entire neighborhoods - 
one in which they become involved with their water 
supply and effectively come to appreciate and care for 
their environment as a whole, eventually changing the 
paradigm, so that citizens understand that rainwater 
harvesting is important. 
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Northside: A Subprime Mess”. The subject of the film, a 
blogger and community activist named John Hoff, was 
the first to publish many of the details referenced here.

Excerpts from a Field Guide, 
“Excerpts from a Field Guide to the Flora of 3001 
James Avenue North, Minneapolis, MN” 
Project Team and Disciplines:
Adam Regan Arvidson, ASLA, Landscape Architect
Doug Mensing, Restoration Ecologist
Brice Wilson, Wildlife / Botanical Illustrator

Project Description: 
In the very early days of the foreclosure crisis, the 
home on the corner of James Avenue North and 30th 
Avenue North was re-possessed by American Bank 
and condemned by the City of Minneapolis.  Urban 
Homeworks, a non-profit redevelopment organization, 
demolished the home and was given possession of the 
land in return.  The foreclosure crisis deepened and 
redevelopment plans were put on hold.  The home came 
down in the fall of 2007 and the lot was seeded with turf 
grass, but the seed did not germinate until the following 
spring.
Within this improbable, fleeting, and prescient window 
between foreclosure / demolition / seeding and 
redevelopment / rebirth, natural systems are reclaiming 
the land.  These are some of the current inhabitants. 

Field guides are about nature, but they are also about 
human perceptions of nature.  Perhaps there is some 
small beauty in this crisis.  Perhaps the current inhabitants 
are symbols of the previous and next.

Table Of Contents 
Project Team and Disciplines:
Ralph Nelson, Don Vu, Jessica Fritz, Federico Garcia 
Lammers; LOOMstudio
Jeanine Kindlien, Chris Pennington, Chris Malec: Artists
Julia Klatt Singer, Writer, Mike Hord, Designer

Project Description:
The Table of Contents is a machine to decipher the 
housing crisis; a hybrid of game board, dining table, and 
scale model. It records evocative and uncanny housing 
“values” within a neighborhood in North Minneapolis 
through interactive discovery and play. 

On opening night visitors to the gallery are able to 
purchase one of 44 properties through the bank on the 
table. For one dollar they receive title, make their own 
house out of bread in the organic park, and place it within 
a glass bubble. Monetary payment (in the form of green 
marbles) is deposited through openings that lead to a 
network of copper pipes, directing payments either to 
the bank (which rings a bell) or to a pair of hands under 
the table. Eleven unlucky homeowners will trigger a 
video of a house explosion projected on the bank, as 
they make their marble payment. As they use up all their 
marbles, a story is revealed on each property, narrating 
the homeowner’s good fortune or bad luck. During the run 
of the show attendees will have the opportunity to visit 
their house and track its progress and transformation. The 
bread they made their house out of is one of two batters; 
that which molded or that which did not.

The following article was written by Jay H. Isenberg, AIA, 
and is excerpted from Volume 32 of Oz, the College’s 
award-winning journal. For more, please visit 
http://www.ozjournal.org.

Investigations	•	Interpretations	•	
Interventions	•	Instigations

Eight Collaborative Works by multi-disciplinary 
teams investigating the Housing Crisis in acts of civic 
engagement. The exhibition was partially funded by Twin 
Cities LISC and the Family Housing Fund.

Problem Statement:
An unregulated globalized residential mortgage industry 
imploded upon itself and transformed traditional
neighborhood fabrics and exurban development tracts 
into widespread landscapes of mass foreclosures 
affecting society and our economy across all social 
strata to a critical point of near institutional financial 
collapse. We are calling for designers, artists, writers and 
thinkers to collaborate and INTERVENE in “unbundling” 
the housing crisis from its usual interpretations, 
methodologies and “solutions” presented by institutional 
policy orthodoxy.  

Background:
Co-Curators and participants Jay H. Isenberg, AIA and 
Lynda Monick-Isenberg are founding members of 
Form + Content Gallery, a Minneapolis based collective 
and as such have access and control of the 500 sf space 
for five weeks every 2 years to present their own work or 
curate a topical exhibition of their choice. The Gallery’s 
mission is to, “...nurture diverse artistic practice and 
thoughtful dialogue....value art as a catalyst for critical 
thinking....value integrity and the artistic process, and... 
aspire to link personal expression to broader social 
contexts.”

Having worked as a consultant on the foreclosure 
crisis for a local affordable housing non-profit and the 
city’s housing and economic development department, 
Isenberg discovered that not enough outside voices were 
at the table bringing additional ideas and solutions to 
this ever increasing problem. Combining the opportunity 
the Gallery provided and the believe that the creative 
disciplines have much to offer, Isenberg invited seven 
other peers to form creative multi-disciplinary teams 
to investigate the “housing crisis” as they determined. 
Their charge was to come to the gallery in three months 
with a “work” that could be of any media as long as it 
was respectful of the other teams’ ability to present their 
work. The result was an eclectic display of presentations, 
art, installations, models and inventive constructions, all 
uniquely thoughtful and valuable in their response.

In the summer of 2009, the exhibition Unbundling 
the Housing Crisis opened to a crowd of hundreds 
of interested artists, designers, policy makers and 

concerned citizens.
Exhibition Goals and Objectives - the meaning of 
“Unbundling”
The following goals and instructions were given to the 
participants:

Engage the creative disciplines in acts of civic 
engagement by addressing the following de-stabilizing 
housing conditions in Twin City neighborhoods:

Vacant housing and anticipated tear downs as a direct 
result	of	foreclosure	•	Scattered	site	and	adjacent	
vacant	unattended	properties	•	Displacement/
migrations	of	children	and	families	and	its	effects	•	
Borders, boundaries, cultural and spatial identities 
and	conflict	•	Isolated/underused	or	lack	of	parks	
and	green	space	(amenity	deprivation)	•	Resource	
challenges: social services, educational facilities, jobs 
and	training	•	Latent	cultural	and	institutional	racism	•	
Disinvestment/reinvestment conditions and opportunities 
•	Environmental	and	ecological	degradation/devolution	in	
neighborhoods

Promote cross disciplinary dialogue, expression and 
collaborative	problem	solving	•	Focus	“civic	engagement”	
of	the	arts	and	design	disciplines	in	social	issues		•	
Expressing the human story through both narrative and 
artistic/architectural	works	•	Provide	and	promote	idea	
generation from new directions and sources through 
unorthodox	collaborations	•	Engage	and	partner	with	the	
affected	neighborhoods	in	this	process	•	Exhibit	work	that	
ranges from the practical to the poetic, from the focused 
to the visionary 

The Projects:
Money on the Block: Mapping Neighborhood Financial 
Flows in Hawthorne (a Minneapolis neighborhood)
Project Team and Disciplines:
Gabriel Cheifetz, Film/Video
Aleksandra Stancevic, Graphic Design

Project Description:
In June of 2008, we videotaped a house in the Hawthorne 
neighborhood of North Minneapolis. The house -- which 
we call 3020 -- was in foreclosure and was being used 
as a retail location for illegal drugs and prostitution. 
Here we attempt to map the money flows relating to 
3020: A single house that represents the intersection 
of home foreclosure, drug sales, mortgage fraud, and 
alleged police corruption. These interlocking financial 
relationships are rarely discussed, but understanding 
them may be important to the long-term health of the 
Hawthorne neighborhood and of Minneapolis.

This presentation draws on city documents, press 
accounts, firsthand observation, and discussions with 
neighbors and police. It is made public here for the first 
time. Much of the research was conducted during the 
filming of a documentary, “The Adventures of Johnny 

OZOZ

Unbundling the Housing Crisis
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OZOZ

This is a preliminary illustration for a species: With stone 
age motivations - Space age technology - Living on a bio-
economics planet

To create a modern, transportable & sustainable infra-
structure were we can explore peace with each other by 
making peace with the planet. 

PRE-EMPTIVE PEACE

gen(h)ome from a pool of slime to a McMansion in 
only 3,700,000,000 years!)
Project Team and Disciplines:
John Dwyer, Jackie Millea,, Kurt Gough; Shelter 
Architecture
Mark Borrello Ph.D, Assistant Professor, History of 
Science, U of MN 
  
Project Description:         
Over the last 3.7 billion years or so, living organisms on 
the Earth have diversified and adapted to almost every 
environment imaginable. Some of them even built houses.

Cultural forces have always effected the way we express/
create our homes. As prosperity and wealth grew the 
American home evolved from simply fulfilling the basic 
needs of shelter to fulfilling other roles in the cultural 
environment (demonstration of success, power, influence, 
etc.). Homes, viewed as a replicating and evolving 
entity, respond to cultural and economic forces in much 
the same way biological entities respond to environmental 
forces. By analyzing how homes responded to past 
pressures we hope to uncover a new way of seeing the 
current housing crisis as cultural evolution. Presenting 
the American home as a biological entity will give us an 
understanding of how the home may respond to these 
new events.

Eutectic autarkies and urbano-tectonic 
transformations of the derivative(s) landscape 
Project Team and Disciplines:
Antonio Rosell, Urban Planner and Civil Engineer
Isaac Bros, Urban Designer, Visual Artist
Matthew Lang, Videographer

Project Description:     
eutectic; relating to or denoting a mixture of substances 
(in fixed proportions) that melts and solidifies at a single 
temperature that is lower than the melting points of the 
separate constituents or of any other mixture of them. 
autarkies;  economic independence or self-sufficiency.

Manifold causes, varied results, lasting impacts, 
unsustainable systems, lingering questions - 

- Who will reshape, reshuffle, redo, reconfigure? HOW? 
What is the new paradigm (that word!) 
- How does our local respond to the global?  How does it 
shape it ?
- How do we respond through our landscapes? How do 
the people strengthen and sustain? How do we avoid the 
hole again?  

Ghosts and Shadows
Project Team and Disciplines:
Jay H Isenberg, Co-Curator, Architect,
Lynda Monick-Isenberg, Co-Curator, Artist, Professor, 
College of Visual Arts
Robert Feyereisen, Feyereisen Studio
Susie Strothman, Feyereisen Studio

Project Description:
ghosts of the abandoned, boarded and condemned, 
shadows of the displaced and dispossessed, deep 
scars upon the land, families scattered, neighborhoods 
overwhelmed.- home-i-cide

This 1:60 scale model (12 ft x 13 ft) of a 26 block wide 
partial swath across North Minneapolis depicts 270 of 
the more than 1,000 homes currently on the “249” list 
designated as vacant, boarded and condemned. “The 
Vacant Building Registration program is the City’s primary 
tool for tracking, monitoring, and managing nuisance 
vacant properties in the City. The program is governed by 
Chapter 249 of the Minneapolis Code of Ordinances.”

The smaller overlay piece demonstrates the viral effects of 
mass foreclosures on affected neighborhoods and the city 
overall.   The relationship between the two phenomena 
depicted in this work is evident.  Who is to blame and 
what to do about it is the subject of much debate, but one 
thing is certain; most affected by all this and without fault 
are children and their families.

“It is not acceptable for children and families to be 
without a roof over their heads in a country as wealthy as 
ours.” President Barack Obama, March 24, 2009.

We honor with gratitude organizations like Families 
Moving Forward for their relentless commitment to 
the sheltering of homeless families within the wider 
community. Families Moving Forward is currently turning 
away more than 500 children per month whose parents 
call looking for shelter.  Families Moving Forward - 
“opening doors to brighter futures”

Using statistical information, a series of constructions will 
record evocative and uncanny housing “values” at the 
scale of a street, neighborhood, district and city.  A short 
story will accompany each construction, forming a larger 
narrative of the housing crisis.

PPoD 
Project Team and Disciplines:
Paul Neseth, Wynne Yelland; LOCUS Architecture
Paul Guthrie, Lighting & Video Design
Robert Meier, Photographer
Adam Jonas, Designer, Artist, Community Activist

Project Description:
PPoD (“peapod”) offers a common sense alternative to 
current housing and lending gluttony, a flexible housing 
system that modulates dwelling size according to 
available financial resources and changing needs. 

Pay as you build. Build as you grow. Grow – or shrink – as 
you need. 

In America, we’ve come to accept the risk of leveraged 
debt without a second thought. Since we often get today 
what we intend to pay for tomorrow, our decisions are not 
constrained in real time. 

Meet Jan, Jan, and their family’s PPoD.

Follow the Jans through 70 years of ups and downs 
to see how the PPoD concept responds to change. 
Starting with a compact core, The Dock, designed for 
a single person or couple, the Jans plug and unplug 
pods, responding to changing income, family size, and 
age. PPoD can grow – as most homes can – but more 
importantly it can shrink quickly and easily (“I’m selling 
Jenny’s bedroom on eBay!”) as family members move or 
income shrinks. The typical U.S. home does not downsize 
well. Even as the American family size dwindles, homes 
continue to swell to meet the perceived peak-space-
need of the generation. This model cannot be sustained 
indefinitely. PPoD is tailored to fit dwelling needs over 
time, expanding and contracting in harmony with the 
dynamics of life. 

Flexible. Affordable. Sustainable.

Green Transformer Zones
Project Team and Disciplines:
Jerry Allan, Architect & Educator
Dan Buttner, Author of “Blue Zone Living”
Ben Reed, Artist

Project Description:         
This gallery piece starts with our human motivations 
as the challenges , the 5 ideas are a response to those 
challenges.The next component is the biosphere [air 
– water – soil- food] in relationship to the human need 
for work, contrasted with the global consequences of 
unemployment.

These observations are translated into some remodeling 
options creating Houses that “Work” with in the context of 
a Green Transformer [watershed] Zone. 

Project Images - all images by Brandon Stengel except page 22, bottom image by Don Vu
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UPDATESUPDATES

STUDENTS
Jacob Campbell, Lucas Bergstrom, 
Kathryn Hawkes, Zachary Farrell, 
Andres Alfaro, Heather Kuhn, and 
Lauren Pogue as a team competed 
in the U.S. Green Building Council’s 
Natural Talent Design Competition: 
Small, Green, Affordable. Their project 
“[adapt] Broadmoor” was selected as 
a local finalist from the Central Plains 
(Kansas City) chapter. The students 
designed and documented their 
competition entry under the direction 
of Assistant Professor Michael 
McGlynn. 

Fifth-year student Heidi Hyland was 
awarded The John E. Holstrom Alpha 
Tau Omega Architectural Scholarship.

In the twelfth annual Bowman Design 
Forum for third-year architecture 
students, Katie Gallagher and Garrett 
Kilbride each received an honor 
award and $750. Honorable mention 
awards went to Zach Bodine, Josh 
Goldstein and Ryan Stumpf. The 
Forum is sponsored by Bowman 
Bowman Novick Inc. and principal 
Brent Bowman, a 1972 architecture 
graduate.

The K-State chapter of the National 
Organization of Minority Architecture 
Students received Fourth Place in the 
2010 National Organization of Minority 
Architects Design Competition.

Fifth-year student Ian Pitts received 
the Roy J. Pallardy Memorial 
Scholarship from the Mid-Missouri 
Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects.

The following students have been 
selected as recipients of 2010-2011 
merit scholarships:
Alex Callow - Kansas City 
Architectural Foundation Scholarship
Josh Goldstein - American Institute of 
Architects Kansas Scholarship 
Lana Keltner - Kansas City 
Architectural Foundation Linda Erwin 
Young Scholarship
Samantha McCloud - Kansas 
City Architectural Foundation Kratz 
Scholarship
Darcy McDonough - Kansas City 
Architectural Foundation Bruce 
McKenzie Scholarship
Ian Orlando - American Institute of 
Architects St. Louis Scholarship
Subhojit Sinha - Rotary International 
Scholarship
Danielle Smith - American Institute of 
Architects St. Louis Scholarship

Ryan Stumpf - American Institute of 
Architects St. Louis Scholarship
Derek Thome - American Institute of 
Architects Wichita Scholarship 
Kelsey Vusich - Kansas City 
Architectural Foundation Scholarships 

INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE AND 
PRODUCT DESIGN
FACULTY
Assistant Professor Donna Fullmer 
was invited to judge the Greek 
Affairs Homecoming annual yard art 
competition. She was also an invited 
presenter to represent the College at a 
student event for Upward Bound.
 
Associate Professor Vibhavari Jani 
just completed a book manuscript, 
Diversity in Design: Perspectives from 
the Non-Western World, which will be 
published by Fairchild Publications. 
Professor Jani’s paper “The 
Constructed Comfort of Courtyard 
Dwellings in India and Egypt: Using 
Passive Design to Modify Climate” 
was also selected to be presented at 
the International Conference on the 
Constructed Environment, being held 
at Fondazione Querini Stampalia, 
Venice, Italy. This paper was co-
authored with Dr. Tammy Gaber of the 
American University in Cairo.

Professor Jani also attended the 
Michael Tilford Conference on 
Diversity and Multiculturalism in 
Lawrence, Kansas.

Assistant Professor Katrina Lewis 
recently returned from Bangladesh, 
where she taught for a year at the 
Asian University for Women. 
 

STUDENTS
Fifth-year student Christa Bowman, 
third-year student Sierra Cuda 
and third-year Architecture student 
Samantha McCloud helped the 
K-State Wildcats rowing team beat 
the University of Kansas Jayhawks 
by a score of 17-3 at the Sunflower 
Showdown on Tuttle Creek Lake. 

Sierra Cuda was also selected to the 
2010 Big 12 Conference Fall Chick-
fil-A Community of Champions for her 
work on Project Purple to raise funds 
for the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  

Matthew Johnson received first place 
in the student category of the 2010 
Cooper Lighting SOURCE Awards 
National Lighting Design Competition.

ARCHITECTURE 
FACULTY
Associate Professor Mick Charney 
was appointed to a three-year term 
on the Education Committee of the 
College Art Association. Charney 
also presented “Those Wicked Dead 
White Men: Using Countertexts in 
Architectural History Courses to 
Help Students Meet the Goals of 
General Education” and participated 
in an architectural education panel 
discussion at the 2010 International 
Conference on Architectural Research, 
a joint conference of the Architectural 
Research Centers Consortium and the 
European Association for Architectural 
Education.

Professor Charney also conducted 
the workshops “Designing Courses the 
Disney Way: Translating Imagineering 
Tricks into Teaching Strategies” and 
with recent graduates, “Looking for 
Mr. Wright ... and Finding Him on 
Facebook,” at the 35th International 
Conference on Improving University 
Teaching. Charney also presented 
“The Architect, The Apprentice, His 
Wife, and Her Mother” at the annual 
conference of the Midwest Popular 
Culture Association/American Culture 
Association in Minneapolis.

Professor and Dean Tim de Noble, 
AIA, has been selected for inclusion in 
a panel of experts charged by Library 
Journal magazine with reviewing 
submissions to New Landmark 
Libraries, a project that will identify 
new U.S. public library buildings 
constructed between 2005-2010 that 
demonstrate excellence in six criteria.

Dean de Noble’s firm, DeMX 
Architecture, won an AIA Arkansas 
Design Merit Award for the Bowtie 
House in Fayetteville, Arkansas. Dean 
de Noble has also been asked to 
serve as a consultant in evaluating 
the Florida International University 
architecture program.

Assistant Professor Richard Gnat 
presented the paper “The Chicago 
Courtyard Apartment Building: A 
Sustainable Model Type” at the 
American Collegiate Schools of 
Architecture (ACSA) Annual Meeting 
in New Orleans in March. In October, 
Professor Gnat presented the paper 
“Corrupted Influence” at the ACSA 
West Central Fall Conference entitled 
“Flip Your Field,” in Chicago.

Dr. Peter Magyar, professor and head 
of the Department of Architecture, 
has been elected as a full member 
of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects (RIBA). He was invited by 
the Hungarian Ministry of National 
Resources and the curators of 
the Hungarian Pavilion of the 12th 
International Architecture Exhibition 
of the Venice Biennale to deliver the 
address at the opening ceremony 
of the exhibition, “BorderLINE 
Architecture.” Dr. Magyar’s latest book, 
THINKINK, was recently published by 
Kendall Hunt. 

Dr. Magyar has been appointed as an 
advisor to the graduate program of the 
Dessau Institute of Architecture at the 
Bauhaus in Germany. Dr. Magyar was 
also inducted into the Great Minds of 
the 21st Century Hall of Fame. 

Associate Dean and Professor 
Wendy Ornelas finished her term as 
president of the National Architectural 
Accrediting Board (NAAB) in October.

Professor Ornelas attended the 
Michael Tilford Conference on 
Diversity and Multiculturalism in 
Lawrence, Kansas.

Professor David Seamon was the 
major doctoral supervisor for K-State 
Geography Ph.D. candidate Jacob 
Sowers, who recently defended his 
dissertation, “A Phenomenology 
of Place Identity for Wonder Valley, 
California: Homesteaders, Dystopics, 
and Utopics.” Professor Gary Coates 
served as a member of the dissertation 
defense committee. Sowers is an 
Assistant Professor in Geography, 
Geology & Planning at Missouri State 
University in Springfield.

Professor Seamon also attended 
the fall meeting of the Editorial 
Committee for the University Press of 
Kansas in Lawrence. The committee 
reviews potential manuscripts for 
publication by the press and includes 
two representatives each from the six 
Kansas universities. The other current 
K-State representative is Dr. Laurie 
M. Johnson, associate professor of 
political science.

Professor Susanne Siepl-Coates 
presented “User Perspectives on the 
Architecture of the Palliative Care 
Center in Göttingen, Germany,” at 
the second annual Architecture, 
Culture and Spirituality Symposium in 
Collegeville, Minnesota.
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Four recent graduates were among 
50 finalists and prizewinners in the 
International Woodworking Fair 
(IWF) Design Emphasis 2010 student 
furniture design competition, for 
projects designed and built during 
their time as students. Ross McCoy 
received Best of Show and was also 
named winner of the Commercial/
Office/Hospitality category for “(b)
One,” a bench made from MDF and 
covered in fiberglass and orange hot-
rod paint.  Matthew Ovel received 
a Merit Award (second place) in the 
Seating category. Other finalists were 
Colin Carlson and Samantha Lang. 
Competition entries were designed 
and constructed in classes taught 
by Professors David Brown, Steve 
Davidson, and Rod Troyer.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE/
REGIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
PLANNING
FACULTY
Assistant Professor Blake Belanger, 
RLA, ASLA, was named the 2010-2011 
Jarvis Emerging Faculty of Distinction 
in Landscape Architecture.

The Riley County Vision 2025 
Committee was selected to receive 
the 2010 Pioneer Award (Small Town/
Rural) at the annual meeting of the 
American Planning Association Kansas 
Chapter in Manhattan, Kansas. 
Associate Professor Lorn Clement 
was a regular participant in the Riley 
County Vision 2025 Committee as a 
member of the Riley County Planning 
Board. 
 
The Kansas chapter of the American 
Planning Association (APA) 
posthumously presented Emeritus 
Professor and APA founding member 
Vernon P. Deines with its Ad Astra 
award, which recognizes an individual 
or institution that has made a 
significant long-term contribution to 
the field of planning in Kansas. 

Assistant Professor Huston Gibson 
presented “Schools and Communities: 
School Facilities and Housing Choice” 
at the annual meeting of the American 
Planning Association Kansas Chapter 
in Manhattan, Kansas. 
 
Professor Tim Keane was named 
the 2010-2011 Jarvis Scholar of 
Distinction in Landscape Architecture 
 
Assistant Professor Jae Hong Kim 
attended the 57th North American 

Meetings of the Regional Science 
Association International, an 
international community of scholars 
in the field of Regional Science 
founded in 1954. Regional Science 
is an interdisciplinary field of study 
engaging economists, geographers, 
and planners. Professor Kim 
presented “Measuring the Effect of 
Portland’s Urban Growth Boundary on 
Metropolitan Spatial Structure,” and 
another of his studies, “Identifying 
Regional Employment Dynamics in the 
United States: An Occupation-Industry 
Bi-Causative Matrix Approach,” 
was presented by colleagues from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 
 
Assistant Professors Jon Hunt and 
Katie Kingery-Page presented a 
paper on the Northview Elementary 
School Learning Garden, “A 
Grassroots Effort to Renew the 
Schoolyard: The Learning Garden,” at 
the International Making Cities Livable 
Conference in Charleston, South 
Carolina. 
 
Professor Kingery-Page received 
the UFM Community Learning 
Center 2010 Grassroots Community 
Education Award for her role in the 
Northview Elementary School Learning 
Garden.  
 
Professor Dennis Law was selected 
by Mortar Board, the College’s senior 
academic honor society, as the 2010 
Faculty/Staff Honoree. 
 
Professor and Department Head 
Stephanie Rolley participated in the 
annual meeting of the Landscape 
Architecture magazine Editorial 
Committee in Washington, D.C. 
 
Professor Rolley was also 
appointed to serve on the Landscape 
Architectural Accreditation Board 
(LAAB).  
 
Professor Ray Weisenburger was 
awarded the Kansas Preservation 
Alliance 2010 Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 
 
Professor Chip Winslow represented 
the Prairie Gateway Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape 
Architects at the Trustees Meeting in 
Washington, D.C. 
 

The following faculty presented at 
the Association of Collegiate Schools 
of Planning annual conference in 
Minneapolis: 
- Assistant Professor Huston Gibson, 
“Foreclosure Resale Market and the 
Implications on Affordable Housing 
Provision” 
- Assistant Professor Jae Hong Kim, 
“Assessing the Macroeconomic 
Effects of Reactive Land Use Controls: 
A Simulation Study” 
- Associate Professor Larry Lawhon, 
“Loveland, Colorado, Case Study: 
A Twenty-Five Year Experiment in 
Development Impact Fees” 
- Associate Professor La Barbara 
Wigfall, “A Vision for Historic 
Nicodemus, KS: A Creative 
Methodology for Renewing a Rural 
Town”

- Assistant Professor Jason Brody 
also served as an invited discussant 
for the session “Public Space in the 
City: Meaning and Function.”

Associate Professor LaBarbara 
Wigfall attended the Michael 
Tilford Conference on Diversity and 
Multiculturalism in Lawrence, Kansas. 

STUDENTS
Third-year student Katy Molaskey 
appeared in the November 4 episode 
of the DIY network’s landscape 
reality show “Turf War” (“Yard War: 
Baseball”).

Christie Murman Schneider, M 
LAR 2010, was chosen to receive the 
2010 Architectural Research Centers 
Consortium (ARCC)/King Student 
Medal from K-State University.

The Student Planning Association 
reached the membership threshold 
to become a Student Planning 
Organization sponsored by the 
American Planning Association and is 
proceeding with membership.

The Student Chapter of the 
American Society of Landscape 
Architects entered a tree in the RSVP 
Festival of Trees, held at the K-State 
Alumni Center. Their creative design 
of a Christmas tree from newspaper 
wrapped boxes (trees in their former 
lives) was decorated with ornaments 
crafted from 100% recycled materials. 
Manhattan Mayor Bruce Snead 
presented the Mayor’s Choice award 
to the group.  

Approximately 180 students 
participated in Design Days: Cruise, 
Commute, Connect. Their assignment 
was to identify barriers to getting 
around Manhattan safely on bicycles. 

COLLEGE 
The College held its eighteenth 
annual Mock Interviews for students. 
There were 16 participating firms/
organizations this year, yielding 131 
interviews. A program of preparatory 
events, including walk-in resume 
critiques, a resume workshop and 
a portfolio information session, 
preceded mock interviews. Career 
and Employment Services at K-State 
assists with the mock interview 
program. The annual College 
academic internship exhibit coincided 
with visits from employers during 
mock interviews.

The Mid-America Regional Council 
received a $4.25 million HUD grant. 
The Kansas City Design Center, 
jointly operated by the College and 
the School of Architecture, Design and 
Planning at the University of Kansas, 
is one of the significant partners in this 
effort. Our students and faculty will 
be major contributors to the research 
and design speculation embedded in 
this study. Our presence in Kansas 
City and our in-kind contribution, 
along with those of the other partners, 
served as significant leverage in 
obtaining this funded support. 
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New Tenure Track Faculty

Assistant Professor Jessica Canfield (LA/RCP) received her Master’s Degree 
in Landscape Architecture – II from the Harvard Graduate School of Design. 
She also holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Landscape Architecture from 
Colorado State University. She has practiced professionally at Ground and 
at Martha Schwartz Partners in Cambridge, Massachusetts; at Gustafson, 
Guthrie Nichol in Seattle; and at EDAW in Denver. Her research addresses 
strategies to repair and enhance complex urban ecologies. 

Assistant Professor Huston Gibson (LA/RCP) received his Master of Science 
in Planning from the University of Tennessee and his Doctor of Philosophy 
in Planning from Florida State University. His practice experience includes 
public and private sectors of planning in Florida and South America and real 
estate industry experience in Georgia. His teaching, practice, and overall 
scholarly research primarily focuses on sustainable community development, 
land use, infrastructure, local and regional economics, housing, schools and 
redevelopment policies.

Assistant Professor Jae Hong Kim (LA/RCP) received his Master’s Degree 
in Urban Planning and his Ph.D. in Regional Planning from the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he worked with the Land Use Evolution 
and Impact Assessment Modeling laboratory and the Regional Economics 
Applications Laboratory. He received his Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering 
from Seoul National University in Korea. His research focuses on economic 
development, land use and their interactions, and strives towards a more 
complete realization of regional development that is ecologically and 
socioeconomically sustainable. His location analysis and planning method 
courses also encompass physical as well as socioeconomic aspects of 
planning and development. 

Associate Professor Vibhavari Jani (IAPD) was trained as an architect, interior 
designer, painter, singer, and dancer. She received her graduate degree from 
Wayne State University and her undergraduate degree in Architecture from 
CEPT University in Ahmedabad, India. Her research interests include the 
contribution of non-Western cultures in the field of architecture and design, 
influence of collaborative efforts in architecture and interior design education, 
sustainability and green design, and the influence of new technology and how 
it is impacting the interior design curricula. 

Assistant Professor Samuel Zeller (ARCH) received his Bachelor’s Degree 
in English Literature at the University of Pennsylvania, then worked as a 
precast concrete fabricator and designer in Oakland California. He received 
his Master’s Degree in Architecture with high distinction at the University 
of Michigan’s Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning.  After 
graduation, he was asked to stay on as a Lecturer, teaching courses in 
fabrication, construction and digital representation.  He left Michigan to 
work for the firm of John Ronan Architects, spending three years in Chicago 
working on projects of small and large scale. His work is particularly focused 
on a relationship between materials and the digital fabrication toolset, where 
traditional and established practices can lead to projected and speculative 
construction and assembly.

Recipients of the 2010 Institute 
Honor Awards for Interior 
Architecture included Randy Brown, 
B ARCH 1994, for his project 
“Data” for US Data in Omaha, and 
Dake Wells Architecture, founded 
by Brandon Dake, B ARCH 1994, 
for their project “Exeter Schools 
Multipurpose Space” for the Exeter 
R-VI School District. 
 
Kansas City architecture firm 
BNIM will recieve the 2011 
American Institute of Architects 
(AIA) Architecture Firm Award. The 
award is the highest honor the 
AIA bestows on an architecture 
firm and recognizes a practice 
that consistently has produced 
distinguished architecture for at least 
10 years. BNIM architects include 
Casey Cassias, B ARCH 1974, 
Brad Clark, B ARCH 2001, John 
Collier, B ARCH 2000, Brittany 
Gamble, B IAR 1990, Erin Gehle, B 
ARCH 1999, Elise Hubbard, M LA 
2010, Associate Principal (San Diego 
Office) Matthew Porreca, B ARCH 
1995, Beena Ramaswami, M ARCH 
1991, Murali Ramaswami, M ARCH 
1991, Aaron Ross, B LAR 2006, 
Associate/Landscape Group Head 
Jim Schuessler, B LAR 1996, and 
Principal Doug Stevens, B ARCH 
1980. 
 
Dan Dokken, AIA, LEED AP+, B 
ARCH 1978, is building a sustainable 
house for his family and documenting 
the process on Twitter and YouTube. 
 
“The Wrong Tools (for the Job),” an 
exhibit of paintings, drawings and 
text by Patrick Duegaw, B IAR 1989, 
was displayed at the Leedy-Voulkos 
Art Center in Kansas City, Missouri 
 
Chris Fein, B ARCH 2000, visiting 
professor of architecture at the 
College; Ryan Fronick, B IAR 2000, 
associate at Answers Inc. St. Louis; 
and Eric Taylor, B LAR 2000, senior 
associate at Norris Design, Denver, 
were chosen as the College’s 2010 
Alumni Honorees. 
 
Approximately 50 landscape 
architecture alumni, five faculty/
emeriti and 15 students attended the 
Dean’s reception and ASLA Alumni 
reception at the annual meeting of 
the American Society of Landscape 
Architects in Washington, D.C. 
Among them were Joni Gallegos, M 
RCP 1989, who recently completed 

four years as a landscape architect 
for the White House Liaison Design 
and Construction Team and is now 
project manager for renovation of the 
Lincoln Memorial, the Reflecting Pool 
and the Washington Memorial. 
 
Emily Hagy, M ARCH 2008, and 
HKW Architects earned the Judge’s 
Commendation award and a mention 
in the Editor-in-Chief’s column of 
the September issue of Architectural 
Record for their participation in the 
St. Louis Power Plant competition. 
HKW Principal Kevin Kerwin, B 
ARCH 1984, is also an alum. 
 
The Wall Street Andaz Hotel in New 
York, developed by Ben Hakimian, 
B ARCH 1967, and The Hakimian 
Organization, was featured in an 
episode of ABC’s “The Bachelorette.”  
 
Chris Heinz, B ARCH 1991, was 
promoted to VP/Partner at Hollis + 
Miller Architects in Overland Park, 
Kansas. 
 
Jake Hessman, B IAR 2007, self-
published his first novel, The Road 
Goes On Forever. 
 
John Hill, B ARCH 1996, has written 
Guide to Contemporary New York 
City, to be published by W. W. Norton 
& Co. 
 
EDSA, an international landscape 
architecture practice located in 
Florida and China, was awarded 
the American Society of Landscape 
Architects 2010 Firm Award. EDSA 
has employed many K-State 
graduates in its 50-year history, and 
Paul Kissinger, FASLA, M LAR 1989, 
is a principal. 
 
Robert Langenkamp, M RCP 
1982, was appointed assistant city 
manager of economic development 
for Kansas City, Missouri. 
 
Kent T. Mendenhall, RLA, Associate 
AIA, B LAR 1995, was promoted to 
principal at the Dallas Fort/Worth 
office of TBG Partners. 
 
Bruce McMillan, B ARCH 1973, 
M ARCH 1981, received the 2010 
Community Service Award from the 
K-State chapter of the American 
Institute of Architecture Students 
 
Ben Noyes, B LAR 2007, Anthony 
Fox, M LA 2009, and Cody Peratt, 

M LA 2009, were chosen to represent 
their firms in the Landscape 
Forms Xtreme Challenge in Austin, 
Texas. The Challenge paired 12 
“Gen-X” landscape architects 
with 12 architecture students from 
the University of Texas at Austin 
to address the future riverfront 
development in Austin. 
 
5G Studio Collaborative, led by 
Yen Ong, AIA, B ARCH 1997, was 
profiled in the May/June 2010 issue 
of Texas Architect magazine for their 
work designing an urgent care and 
emergency clinic called Legacy ER. 
 
The work of Oyler Wu Collaborative, 
co-founded by Dwayne Oyler, B 
ARCH 1996, was featured in the 
exhibit “Contemplating the Void: 
Interventions in the Guggenheim 
Museum” at the Guggenheim 
Museum in New York. 
 
University of Southern California 
Professor Victor Regnier, FAIA, 
B ARCH 1971, was elected to the 
Association of Collegiate Schools 
of Architecture (ACSA) College 
of Distinguished Professors. 
Membership in the College is one 
of the highest honors the ACSA can 
bestow upon an educator. Founded 
in 2010, the College of Distinguished 
Professors is composed of ACSA 
members who are awarded the 
ACSA/AIA Topaz Medal Laureate 
and/or the ACSA Distinguished 
Professor Award. Others named 
to the College of Distinguished 
Professors include Marcel Breuer, 
Michael Graves, and the late Dean 
Emeritus Bernd Foerster. 
 
The October 2010 issue of 
Landscape Architecture magazine 
revisited the renowned Sprint 
Nextel campus created by Kevin 
Sloan, B LAR 1980. The magazine 
also featured the work of Brian 
Hochstein, B LAR 2004, Kyle 
Knecht, B LAR 2006, and Steve 
Bauer, B LAR 1983, of MKEC 
Engineering Consultants, Kansas 
City, who designed a grotto for the 
Benedictine College campus utilizing 
centuries old building technology. 
 
Adrienne Stolwyk, M ARCH 2008, 
prepared the permit set of drawings 
for the Comedor Popular (“People’s 
Kitchen”) in Columbia, Missouri. Run 
by Stolwyk’s uncle, the Comedor 
Popular will be a teaching kitchen, 

Top to bottom: Jessica Canfield, Jae 
Hong Kim, Vibhavari Jani.
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Retirements
Vicky Borchers, Associate Professor Emeritus (IAPD)
Dan Donelin, FASLA, AICP, FCELA, Department Head (LA/RCP)
Richard Forsyth, Professor (LA/RCP)
Gary Haycock, Professor (IAPD)
Maureen Herspring, Director of Student Academic Services  
      and Academic Advisor 
C. Al Keithley, AICP, APA, Emeritus Professor (LA/RCP)
Carolyn Norris-Baker, Ph.D., Professor (ARCH)
Ray Weisenburger, Professor (LA/RCP)

To read more, please visit www.capd.k-state.edu/former-faculty-staff.

In Memoriam
Faculty
Vernon Phillip Deines, Professor, M RCP 1962, March 30, 2010
Dale Dronberger, Instructor, B ARCH 1948, B ARE 1948, February 28, 2010
Bernd Foerster, Dean Emeritus, November 8, 2010
Robert W. Jackson, Adjunct Faculty, December 29, 2009
Carolyn Pretzer, Director Emeritus of the Krider Center, October 5, 2009

Alumni
1930’s
Laurence Horton, B ARCH 1938, November 2, 2009

1940’s
Max Coleman, B ARE 1949, B ARS 1949, December 17, 2009
Bob Jackson, B ARE 1948, B ARS 1948, December 29, 2009
John B. Rogers, B ARCH 1947, June 19, 2010

1950’s
Robert Fouts, B ARCH 1950, November 26, 2009
Richard J. Hardy, B ARCH 1950, December 10, 2009
Donald F. Link, B ARCH 1951, March 20, 2010
Franklin Plyley, B ARCH 1953, February 2, 2010
Donald Roepke, B LAR 1950, November 20, 2009
R. Sherwood “Bud” Smith, B ARCH 1951, March 10, 2010
Robert E. Smith, B ARCH 1953, September 24, 2010
John Tavares, B LAR 1959, November 19, 2009
Kenneth B. West, B ARCH 1950, March 8, 2010

1960’s
Gale Hatcher, B ARCH 1965, December 31, 2009
Gary R. Jarvis, B ARCH 1966, November 1, 2010

1970’s
Dennis N. Carter, B LAR 1979, July 3, 2010
John Cowan, B ARCH 1978, February 17, 2010
Arthur D. Jones, B CNS 1971, March 11, 2010

1980’s
Amy Louise (Knezevich) Liberto, B IAR 1989, September 12, 2010

1990’s
Lance Begnoche, B IAR 1999, January 7, 2010

2000’s
Denver Barr, B IAPD 2014, October 15, 2010
Ryan Kendrick, B ARCH 2003, April 10, 2010

retail space for local farmers, 
restaurant and dietary educational 
center. 
 
Colonel Lee Tafanelli, M ENVPM 
1999, was recently nominated by 
Governor-elect Sam Brownback to 
serve as Kansas Adjutant General. 
The Adjutant General leads the 
Kansas Army National Guard, the 
Kansas Air National Guard and 
Kansas Emergency Management, 
and serves as Kansas’ Director of 
Homeland Security. Col. Tafanelli 
is currently serving as Assistant 
Adjutant General and is the 
Congressional Representative for 
the 47th District of Kansas. His 
promotion to Brigadier General is 
pending before the U.S. Senate. 
 
The work of Certified LEGO 
Professional Adam Reed Tucker, 
B ARCH 1996, will be on display 
through September 2011 at the 
National Building Museum’s exhibit 
“LEGO Architecture: Towering 
Ambition.” Tucker’s models include 
the Empire State Building, the St. 
Louis Gateway Arch, and Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Fallingwater. 
 
Adam Wagoner, M ARCH 2009, 
and Rebekah Wagoner, M ARCH 
2009 (as RAW Design), designed 
Linkhaus, a gourmet bratwurst eatery 
in Wichita. 
 
Homer L. Williams, D. Arch, FAIA, 
B ARCH 1950, wrote Building Type 
Basics for Banks and Financial 
Institutions, published by Wiley 
 
News? Events? Please send news 
and updates to apdup@k-state.edu.



Upcoming
1.24–2.18.11  Exhibit: “Bangladesh: Colours of Culture and Context”

2.13–2.15.11  Design Expo

2.26–4.9.11  Exhibit: “Santa Chiara and Centro Studi”

2.27–2.28.11  Telefund

3.3.11   Lecture: Peter Bohlin, Bohlin Cywinski Jackson, 
   Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

3.7.11–3.25.11 Exhibit: Faculty Show

3.28.11–4.8.11 Exhibit: Annual Student Photography Competition

3.28.11  Lecture: Ekdahl Lecture by Fuensanta Nieto and Enrique Sobejano,  
   Nieto Sobejano Arquitectos, Madrid, Spain

4.4.11   Lecture: Max Levy, Max Levy Architect, Dallas, Texas
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